Lesson 5

The American Republic
(Early 1800s-Modem Era)

America holds a unique position as the most prosperous nation in the world.

Is this unprecedented prosperity the result of America’s great natural resources? Probably not,
for many nations have greater natural resources than America. (America ranks only 65" in
percentage of agriculturally farmable land,' 11" in crude oil reserves,? 11" in iron reserves,” 14™
in uranium reserves,” and so forth.) Yet despite having less key resources, America takes what it
has and makes it go further than other nations.

Is our prosperity due to special qualities found in the immigrants who have come to America
in such large numbers over the past four centuries, including those who originally founded our
colonies and our states? No, for many of those same people had been starving in Europe (and
elsewhere) before coming to America, but then prospered after arriving here.

Then perhaps America’s uniqueness stems from the fact that we work hard—a trait that has
long characterized Americans. In fact, this specific virtue has been a part of the American ethos
for so long that Founding Father Benjamin Franklin even forewarned immigrants about this
unique characteristic they would find here when they arrived:

[M]ost people cultivate their own lands or follow some handicraft or merchandise
[business]; very few [are] rich enough to live idly....People do not inquire concerning a
stranger, “What is he?” but [rather], “What can he do?” If he has any useful art [skill], he
is welcome and if he exercises it and behaves well, he will be respected by all that know
him; but a mere “Man of Quality” who, on that account, wants to live upon the public by
some office or salary will be despised and disregarded....Industry [hard work] and
constant employment are great preservatives of the morals and virtue of a nation. Hence
bad examples to youth are more rare in America, which must be a comfortable
consideration to parents.’

The tendency to work hard that became so closely associated with Americans was known as
the “Puritan Work Ethic”’—a reference to the hard work so evident among our early religious
Puritan and Pilgrim settlers, and a trait that characterized Americans for generations thereafter.
But while hard work has definitely contributed to America’s prosperity and success, it was not
the source of our unparalleled innovation, creativity, and stability.

So what was the key?

It was people living in an atmosphere of freedom and Christian liberty produced by having a
Biblical view of man, family, education, government, law, and economics. With this freedom
came a new era of liberty; and the wide-ranging and unprecedented scope of religious, civil, and
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economic freedom that became available in so many spheres gave rise to advancements in all
areas of life. The result was an outburst of human energy and creativity that resulted in an
exponential increase of innovations and inventions, which then produced widespread wealth
never before seen in human history.

(Of course, creativity and innovation has certainly been demonstrated by millions of individual
Bible-minded persons not in America; but never before had an entire nation made so many
positive contributions. And the US Constitution helps safeguard this creativity through patent
and copyright laws, which reflect the Bible’s directives for private property protection. After all,
the product of a man’s brain as well as whatever he physically produces with his own hands are
his own private property and therefore to be protected.)

Here are a few examples of countless inventions from Americans that changed the face of the
world in their day, and also laid the groundwork for even greater discoveries to be made in our
day. Each of these advances dramatically reduced the time of production required for a task,
thereby increasing the efficiency and speed of service. This exponentially multiplied productivity
and income creation, thereby making greater prosperity available for all.

e Cotton gin (1793)—greatly lowered the cost (and labor) of separating cotton fibers from
the seed, thus making cotton-growing (one of America’s largest agricultural products
and exports at that time) many times more profitable.

e Steamboat (1807)—made possible the mass transportation of passengers and cargo on
long distances across waterways (rivers and oceans), vastly reducing the time of travel
and increasing productivity.

¢ Railroad (1826)—made possible the mass transportation of passengers and cargo across
land.

e Steam locomotive (1826)—greatly increased the power behind transportation, thus
allowing larger loads to be moved in a shorter time.

e McCormick reaper (1831)—did in a few hours what previously had taken days to
complete, thus making agriculture more productive and profitable.

e Telegraph (1837)—allowed almost instantaneous communication over long distances.

e Deere plow (1837)—combined iron and steel into an agricultural plow that cut through
harder ground that had long been uncultivable by wooden plows, thus opening millions
of new acres to agricultural food production.

¢ Goodyear vulcanized rubber (1839)—previously, rubber did not last long and would
melt or crack in extreme temperatures, but vulcanization gave longevity to equipment
that before had only been short-lived.

¢ Sewing machine (1844)—Ied to quicker sewing times than what could be done by hand,
increasing both productivity and profitability.

® Washing machine (1858)—allowed easier and quicker washing of clothes.

¢ Transatlantic cable (1858)—connected America with Europe, resulting in almost instant
communication between the countries which before had required weeks.



¢ The elevator (1854)—made vertical transportation of people and cargo quicker and
safer.

¢ Transcontinental railroad line (1869)—connected the east coast of America with the
west coast, making it possible to travel from coast to coast in days rather than months.

These inventions all shortened the time needed to perform essential tasks. And the
more time individuals had available, the more they could produce; the larger the income
they could receive; and the greater the prosperity they experienced.

Thousands of other inventions produced in America also changed the world. This
occurred not only in the areas of technology and industry (highlighted above) but also
medicine, business, and many other arenas. Dramatic changes similarly occurred in social
movements as well, including the abolition of slavery, recognition of women’s rights, and
the end of industrial child labor. In short, individual freedom, coupled with the ability to
benefit from one’s own ideas and hard work, caused America to become the most
inventive, prosperous, and freest nation in history.

Let’s look at interesting stories behind some of the innovations that revolutionized life and
uplifted mankind.

Leaders in Industry, Technology, and Science

Cyrus McCormick and His Reaper (1831)

Cyrus (1809-1884) was born on a farm in the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia. Throughout his childhood, he watched his father work
tirelessly but unsuccessfully to invent a reaper (a grain-harvesting
machine). Inspired in part by his father’s attempts, as well as Cyrus’
own back-breaking work of harvesting grain by hand (the way it had
been done for thousands of years), he became the first person to invent
a working reaper.

Cyrus’ successful test of this new machinery occurred on a small
patch of wheat on the family farm in July 1831. A few days later, he
gave a public demonstration, and with his reaper, drawn by two horses,
he cut six acres of oats in an afternoon. Previously, it
would have taken six laborers with scythes, or
twenty-four laborers with sickles to achieve the same
- results. Thus, his reaper produced up to twenty-four
times more than hand-harvesting, and in the same

Cyrus McCormick

amount of time.

The following year, he gave another public
demonstration, this time to almost a hundred
Sty SR spectators. They were amazed, and his father was
McCormick Reape | elated, declaring “It makes me feel proud to have a




son do what I could not do.”® (Cyrus was the 47" person to secure a patent for a reaper, but his

was the first that actually worked. He had combined seven different mechanical operations to
make it function successfully.)

For thousands of years, the amount of crops that farmers planted was based upon the labor
available for harvesting the fields. If there were not many workers available, not much seed was
planted. And then when the crop finally ripened, it had to be gathered quickly or the grain would
rot in the field and be lost. But Cyrus’ reaper made it possible to harvest many times more than
ever before, and to do so much more quickly.

His reaper had the potential to revolutionize agriculture, but the problem he faced was how to
publicize it. If farmers knew about the reaper and what it would do for them, it could forever
change their lives and futures. Cyrus struggled to get word out about his reaper, all the time
losing money. He even lost his farm to creditors.

Cyrus began to build a business of advertising the reaper. He traveled the country promoting it,
becoming known as “The Reaper Man.” He actually worked harder and longer to build his
business than he did to build his reaper. In fact, it was nine years after his first public
demonstration before he actually sold his
first reaper.

After that, word spread quickly and
demand increased; so in 1839 he opened a
small factory near his father’s house. As
his reapers continued to sell, he needed to
expand; but he knew that his home of
Virginia was not the place to do so, for
most grain farming was done in the
Midwest; that’s where he needed to go. So
he opened a factory in Illinois in what was at that time a small town known as Chicago. His
business steadily grew until it literally swept the nation and the world.

In traveling the country, Cyrus saw the best of America; but he also saw its worst. According
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Workshop where McCormick invented his reaper

to one of his early biographers:

In his earlier journey’s through the Middle West, McCormick was distressed at the rough
immorality of the new settlements. “I see a great deal of profanity and infidelity in this
country, enough to make the heart sick,” he wrote in 1845. These towns and villages
needed more preachers and better preachers, he thought. Consequently, soon after he had
acquired his first million dollars, he determined to establish the best possible college for
the education of ministers. He almost stunned with joy the Western friends of higher
education for ministers by offering them $100,000 with which to establish a school of
theology in Chicago. Thus was founded the Northwest Theological Seminary, afterwards
named the McCormick Theological Seminary which, in its fifty years of life, has given a
Christian education to thousands of young men.’



Cyrus’ invention literally changed the world. And he did it by relying on the power of free
market economics and its Biblical principle of serving others. He created something that blessed
farmers, greatly increasing the wealth-creation potential of everyone who used his machine. And
when farmers purchased his reapers, that in turn became an economic blessing back to Cyrus.
This is the heart of Biblical free-market economics: create something that blesses consumers,
who then reward the producer by purchasing his product.

Cyrus helped elevate millions of people out of poverty. It was noted of him that “He did more
than any other member of the human race to abolish the famine of the cities and the drudgery of
the farm—to feed the hungry and straighten the bent backs of the world. 8

Samuel F.B. Morse and the Telegraph (1832)

Samuel F.B. Morse (1791-1872) was a distinguished artist,
painting portraits of the leading Americans in his day. But he
was also a dedicated Christian who believed God led him to
invent the telegraph. His discovery was one of the most
revolutionary technological advances in history, ranking with
the movable-type printing press in its overall impact on the
world.

In 1832, Morse created the telegraph by directing a small
electric current through a wire to be received on the other
end.’ Electricity had never before been harnessed in this

manner, and no message had ever been transmitted over wires.

. Samuel F.B. Morse said of his
Over the next decade, he worked to improve the telegraph, telegraph, “Not what hath man, but

and in 1844 he sent the first inter-city message from the US “What hath God wrought!™

Capitol Building in Washington DC to Baltimore. Since spoken
words could not be electronically transmitted at that point in
history, he communicated through a series of short electric
signals, or pulses, which later became known as the Morse Code.
(That code, heavily used over the next century, is still in use
today.)

His message took only a few moments to cover the forty miles
to Baltimore. Before that it would have taken a full day of riding
in a stagecoach or on horseback for the same message to be
delivered the same distance. The communication revolution had
begun.

Significantly, the first message sent had been a Bible phrase
from Numbers 23:23: “What hath God wrought! 19 (Morse had

Architect of the‘Cabiiol

Plaque in the US Capitol

commemorating Morse’s allowed young Annie Ellsworth to choose the message. She was
invention and the first words the daughter of the man who helped him obtain a patent for the
it transmitted—a Scripture: )
“What hath God wrought!” telegraph.) Of that Bible phrase, Morse wrote:



Nothing could have been more appropriate than this devout exclamation at such an event
when an invention which creates such wonder, and about which there has been so much
skepticism, is taken from the land of visions and becomes a reality.11

Morse’s remarkable invention was the
result of private sector innovation without
the control of government. But in Europe, it
was different: the telegraph was controlled
and run by government. The difference
between the two approaches was evident. As
a New York newspaper reported:

While England by her government has
got, with great labor, 175 miles of
telegraph into operation...the United
Sates, with her individual enterprise, has

& A

now in successful operation 1,269 miles. amuel F.B. Morse exhibiting the telegraph. Alexander

Hamilton affirmed in the Federalist Papers that the free
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This is American enterprise. : o
Cl‘ltCI’pI‘ISC system encourages mvention.

This comparison reflects the difference in the freedom-centered free market philosophy of
America and the government-centered socialistic philosophy of Europe. Americans remain a
creative and productive people because they have the freedom to pursue their ideas and to benefit
from the fruit of their own creativity; but government control, regulation, and taxes always stifle
both innovation and productivity.

Under America’s free market system, improvement in the
telegraph advanced rapidly. By 1858, a 2,000 mile-long
telegraphic cable had been laid across the Atlantic Ocean,
allowing direct telegraphic communications between the
United States and Europe. And only three years later (1861), a
transcontinental telegraph line had been laid across America,
connecting San Francisco with the east coast. Messages that
had previously taken weeks or months to deliver by boat, stage,
or horseback could now arrive in only minutes. No wonder a

newspaper of the day described Morse’s telegraph as
»13

“unquestionably the greatest invention of the age.
Morse Telegraph 1837 Morse was pleased with the impact his invention had, and he
openly acknowledged that God gave him the idea. As he told his brother:

That sentence of Annie Ellsworth’s was Divinely indited [composed], for it is in my
thoughts day and night. “What hath God wrought!” [Numbers 23:23]. It is His work, and
He alone could have carried me thus far through all my trials and enabled me to triumph
over the obstacles, physical and moral, which opposed me. “Not unto us, not unto us, but



to Thy name, O Lord, be all the praise” [Psalm 115:1]. I begin to fear now the effects of
public favor, lest it should kindle that pride of heart and self-sufficiency which dwells in
my own as well as in others’ breasts, and which, alas, is so ready to be inflamed by the
slightest spark of praise. I do indeed feel gratified, and it is right I should rejoice with fear
[Psalm 2:11], and I desire that a sense of dependence upon and increased obligation to the
Giver of every good and perfect gift [James 1:17] may keep me humble and
circumspect.'

In a speech years later, Morse continued to acknowledge God as the Source of the idea that
revolutionized the communication world, telling the crowd:

If not a sparrow falls to the ground without a definite purpose in the plans of Infinite
Wisdom [Matthew 10:29], can the creation of an instrumentality so vitally affecting the
interests of the whole human race [i.e., the telegraph] have an origin less humble than the
Father of every good and perfect gift [James 1:17]? I am sure I have the sympathy of
such an assembly as is here gathered if, in all humility and in the sincerity of a grateful
heart, I use the words of inspiration in ascribing honor and praise to Him to Whom first
of all and most of all it is pre-eminently due. “Not unto us, not unto us, but to God be all
the glory” [Psalm 115:1]. Not what hath man, but “What hath God wrought!” [Numbers
23:23].°

Matthew Maury and Ocean and Air Currents (1842)

Matthew Maury (1806-1873) used the Bible as the basis of discoveries that transformed
science and improved the quality of life for all mankind.
Some of his contributions include:

¢ Being titled “The Father of Oceanography,” “The
Pathfinder of the Seas,” and “The Father of Naval
Meteorology”

¢ Charting ocean currents and mapping out sea and
shipping routes for steamers in the North Atlantic

e Serving as a key consultant in laying the transatlantic
telegraph cable

e Charting wind currents, developing the Naval
Observatory (1833), and proposing the National
Weather Bureau

Matthew Maury

¢ Being instrumental in founding the US Naval
Academy and inventing military weapons such as the first floating mines and first
electric torpedoes

e Writing many influential science books



Maury loved the oceans and spent his early life at sea. But while ashore between voyages,
he was seriously injured in a freak stagecoach accident, crushing his leg and causing a
permanent lameness. Unable to return to the sea, he focused e
his attention on things related to it. His discoveries forever
changed both oceanography and meteorology, and he openly
acknowledged the Bible as the source of his inspiration in
the areas where he made his greatest contributions.

For example, he affirmed that what he found in Psalm 8:8
opened his understanding to new realms in oceanography.
That Bible verse says:

Lord, Thou madest man to have dominion over the
works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under his
feet—all sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;
the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and

Matthew Maury said
whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. concerning Psalm 8:8,
“If God says there are paths
The phrase “paths of the seas” particularly struck Maury. in the ]sfac} Iham 8oing
to find them!

He reasoned that if God said there were paths in the sea, then
there definitely were; and he was going to find them—and he did. He discovered “pathways” in
the ocean—places where sea currents in certain locations moved much faster than the waters
around them. If ships sailed in these “pathways of the seas,” then their sailing time was
significantly reduced, thus making more trips possible in less time and greatly increasing the
efficiency and profitability of shipping. Maury charted these
“pathways of the seas,” and his maps showing these pathways
revolutionized both naval travel and commercial shipping.
Another Bible verse that struck Maury (and that also
resulted in a major scientific discovery) was Ecclesiastes 1:6:
“The wind goes toward the south and turns around to the
north; the wind whirls about continually and comes again on
its circuit.” Seeing this verse, and believing what it said about
the wind moving in set patterns, Maury investigated and found
pathways in the air—what are now known as jet streams. By
learning the circuits of these air currents, weather was better

V| A .

Ak understood and more accurate predictions therefore became
Maury Monument possible, thus birthing modern meteorology.
statue in Richmond That the Bible was central to Maury’s scientific work is

affirmed by multiple memorials and sculptures erected to honor him. For example, when a
monument to him was dedicated in 1929 in Richmond, Virginia, the newspaper noted that
“Against his chair is the Bible, from which he drew inspiration for his explorations. The sculptor
has caught amazingly the spirit of the man.”'® And a 1923 monument erected to him in Goshen



Pass, Virginia, includes a bronze plaque declaring: “His Inspiration, Holy Writ: Psalms 8 & 107,
verses 8, 23, & 24; Ecclesiastes Chap. 1, verse 8. 17

Today, many deny that the Bible can be used for scientific purposes; and interestingly, that
same objection was also present in Maury’s day. As Maury affirmed:

I have been blamed by men of science, both in this country and in England, for quoting
the Bible in confirmation of the doctrines of physical geography. The Bible, they say,
was not written for scientific purposes and is therefore of no authority in matters of
science. I beg pardon! The Bible is authority for everything it touches....The Bible is true,
and science is true....They are both true; and when your men of science, with vain and
hasty conceit, announce the discovery of disagreement between them, rely upon it: the
fault is not with the Witness or His records, but with the “worm” [sinful human] who
essays [attempts] to interpret evidence which he does not understand. '®

Countless tens of millions of people across the world—including those alive today—have
benefitted from Maury’s Bible-based discoveries; and even in his day he heard from many
grateful individuals—including a ship captain, who wrote thanking him...

not only for pointing out the most speedy route for ships to follow over the ocean but also
teaching us sailors to look about us and recognize the wonderful manifestations of the
wisdom and goodness of the great God, by which we are constantly surrounded. For
myself, I am free to confess that for many years I commanded a ship; and although never
insensible of the beauties of nature upon sea and land, I yet feel that until I took up your
work I had been traversing the ocean blindfold[ed]. I did not think on—I did not know—
the amazing combinations of all the works of Him Whom you so beautifully term “The
First Great Thought.” I feel that aside from any pecuniary [monetary] profit to myself
from your labors [by reducing my sailing times], you have done me good as a man. You
have taught me to look above, around, and beneath me, and to recognize God’s hand in
every element by which I am surrounded. I am grateful—most grateful—for this personal
benefit. **

Maury’s Bible-based scientific discoveries revolutionized science and blessed all mankind.

George Washington Carver and the Peanut

George W. Carver (1860s-1943) was born into slavery just before the close of the Civil War.
His mother, after being freed from slavery, chose to stay in Missouri with the Moses Carver
family who had owned them. But raiders kidnapped and carried off both she and baby George.
Moses, having no cash, offered a man 40 acres and a horse if he would find the mother and child.
The man brought back baby George but was unable to find his mother. George grew up on the
Carver farm, and like many in the South he grew up in poverty.

As a child he loved the forests, plants, and all things related to botany. He was observant of
nature and very inquisitive, asking many questions. When he was about ten, he left the farm and



worked his way through high school, saving money for college. But sadly, when the college
discovered he was black, they did not admit him. A kind couple helped him go to a school for
artists, but he later could find no jobs for an artist. Carver eventually ended up at lowa State
Agricultural College, where he studied his first love: agriculture.

After obtaining his degree, he was invited by Booker T. Washington to teach at his newly
formed Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. He accepted, and the discoveries he made over
subsequent years not only transformed the South but many other nations as well.

Much of the economy of the southeastern United States was based on cotton production, but
centuries of growing cotton had depleted the soil, causing an inferior crop. And the invasion of
the boll weevil (an insect that devours cotton) further
decreased productivity. The South needed something
else—a different crop. Carver changed the economy of
the South by championing the peanut. In fact, he
discovered over 300 uses for it.

From the peanut he made many other foods,
including soups, beverages, mixed pickles, sauces,
ground meal, and both instant and dry coffee. From the
peanut he also made linoleum, metal polish, salve,
plastics, bleach, tan remover, wood filler, washing
powder, paper, ink, shaving cream, rubbing oil,
shampoo, axle grease, and synthetic rubber. And from it
he produced milk that would not curdle in cooking and
from which long-lasting cream and cheese could be
made. All of this from the tiny peanut! (He also worked
with many other plants as well, even making more than
100 different products from sweet potatoes.) George Washington Carver said the secret

Carver related how he came to focus on the peanut: of his success came from the Bible.

I asked the Great Creator what the universe was made for. “Ask for something more in
keeping with that little mind of yours,” He replied. [So I asked] “What was man made
for?”

“Little man, you still want to know too much. Cut down the extent of your request and
improve the intent.”

Then I told the Creator I wanted to know all about the peanut. He replied that my mind
was too small to know all about the peanut, but He said He would give me a handful of
peanuts. And God said, “Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is
upon the face of the earth...to you it shall be for meat....I have given every green herb
for meat: and it was so. [Genesis 1:29-30]”

I carried the peanuts into my laboratory and the Creator told me to take them apart and
resolve them into their elements. With such knowledge as I had of chemistry and physics,
I set to work to take them apart. I separated the water, the fats, the oils, the gums, the
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resins, sugars, starches, pectoses, pentosans, amino acids. There! I had the parts of the
peanuts all spread out before me.”’

I'looked at Him [God], and He looked at me. “Now, you know what the peanut is.”

“Why did You make the peanut?”

The Creator said, “I have given you three laws; namely, compatibility, temperature,
and pressure. All you have to do is take these constituents and put them together,
observing these laws, and I will show you why I made the peanut.”

I therefore went on to try different combinations of the parts under different conditions

of temperature and pressure, and the result was what you see.”!

5

For his amazing work, Carver received numerous
awards and became advisor to many world leaders,
including President Franklin Roosevelt, Mahatma
Gandhi, and Thomas Edison. In all his work, he never
failed to acknowledge God. Significantly, Carver’s
many discoveries were the result of hard work and
prayer. He would rise every morning at 4:00AM, begin
the day by reading the Bible, and seek God concerning
what He wanted him to do that day. He explained:

I discover nothing in my laboratory. If I come here Carver stated: “My purpose alone must be
of myself I am lost. But I can do all things through God’s purpose—to increase the welfare and
Christ [Philippians 4:13]. I am God’s servant—His happiness of His people.”

agent, for here God and I are alone. I am just the instrument through which He speaks,

and I would be able to do more if I were to stay in closer touch with Him. With my
prayers I mix my labors, and sometimes God is pleased to bless the results.*

Carver sought to serve God and bless other people. In fact, when Thomas Edison offered him a
job with a very large salary, Carver turned it down so he could continue his agricultural work in
his laboratory, which he called “God’s little workshop.”

Toward the end of his long life, he summarized his achievements by explaining: “The secret of
my success? It is simple. It is found in the Bible, ‘In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall
direct thy paths’ [Proverbs 3:6]. »23

—— i ———

The contributions of individuals such as Cyrus McCormick, Samuel F.B. Morse, Matthew
Maury, and George Washington Carver are just a few from the many who made significant
technological and scientific advances within the atmosphere of Christian liberty that permeated
the American republic. But Christians were prominent leaders not only in science and technology
but also in business.
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Leaders in Business

John Wanamaker and the Department Store

John Wanamaker (1838-1922) was a business pioneer who founded the modern department
store. He developed the customer-centered, service-oriented business model that has become so
common today. Interestingly, the business path he took was shaped by an experience he had in
early life.

One Christmas Eve while a young boy, he went to a jewelry store in Philadelphia to buy his
mother a gift. He recalled:

I had only a few dollars saved up for the purpose. I
wanted to buy the best thing these dollars would buy. I
guess I took a long time to look at the things in the jewelry
cases. The jeweler was growing impatient. Finally I said,
“I’ll take that,” indicating a piece. Just what it was I do not
recall.

The jeweler began wrapping it up. Suddenly I saw
another piece that I thought would better please my
mother. “Excuse me, sir,” I said, “but I have changed my
mind. I'll take this piece instead of the one you are
wrapping.”

You can imagine my surprise and chagrin when the jeweler answered, “It’s too late
now. You’ve bought the first piece and you must keep it.” I was too abashed to protest. |
took what I had first bought, but as I went out of the store I said to myself:

“When I have a store of my own, the people shall have what they want...and what they
2524

John Wanamaker

ought to have.

This incident demonstrating business’s general lack of concern for the wishes of the customer,
and its absence of flexibility and service, shaped his thinking for the successful business he
would later create.

When Wanamaker eventually introduced his new philosophy of business in Philadelphia, it
was based upon the Bible’s Golden Rule. (The Golden Rule is found in Matthew 7:12, when
Jesus said: “Do to others what you would have them do to you.”)

Sometimes he was mockingly called “Pious John” by those who thought religion had no place
in business. Nevertheless, he ran his business and treated others the way he would want to be
treated as a customer. The result was that he built one of the most successful businesses in
history by serving people and blessing others.

Among the revolutionary new things Wanamaker introduced was the one-price system. Before
this, there were no fixed prices, so customers would haggle and bargain with the salespeople for
lower prices, but he began the practice of having a price tag that gave the actual selling price. He
also marked the quality of the goods he was selling, labeling them as high, medium, or poor so
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that the customer would know exactly what he was buying. And he offered a money-back
guarantee. In short, John birthed the service-oriented store. It had a unique spirit—a distinctive
personality; and people who visited the store, regardless of whether or not they bought items, felt
refreshed from their visits.

John applied the Golden Rule not only to his customers but also to his employees. He offered
them better working conditions, vacation time, fewer work hours per week, retirement plans,
medical plans, paid educational opportunities, and a better overall work environment (including
lockers, cafeterias, and recreation clubs). He also pioneered store comforts such as a restaurant
inside the store, storewide heating
and ventilation, elevators, electric
lights, and ease of access, which
blessed both his customers and his
employees. And his employees
were service-oriented—they
worked to please the customer and
keep his or her well-being in
mind.

Wanamaker’s Philadelphia store
steadily grew, and he eventually
built a newer, larger one—in fact,
it was the largest store in the
world. He saw it as a new kind of store—something completely different in business—and it was
dedicated by President William Howard Taft, who called John “the greatest merchant in
America.”® Thirty thousand people attended the grand opening, and President Taft told the
crowd that John’s department store was “one of the most important instrumentalities in modern
life for the promotion of comfort among the people.” He predicted it would be “a model for all
other stores of the same kind throughout the country and throughout the world. 26

Wanamaker, in addition to his pioneer work in business, is also called the “Father of Modern
Advertising.” He placed daily ads about his products and their prices in newspapers to let
consumers know what he had and what it cost. Other merchants began to follow his lead, and the
result was an influx of advertising money into newspapers that actually allowed them to lower
their prices. This gave birth to the modern newspaper and magazine, making them affordable and
available to all.

Others began to study Wannamaker’s stores to learn successful economic principles. But the
secret was simple: a dedication tablet placed on his store testified that his success was due to
“Freedom of competition and the blessing of God.”*" He believed strongly in individual
enterprise and the free market system, affirming that “Business thrives on competition....and
[the] people’s interests in getting better merchandise and lower prices are always improved
when competition is unstifled!
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Because Wannamaker followed Biblical teachings not only in his business but also in his
personal life, he therefore worked hard six days a week, just as the Bible directed (Exodus 20:9),
and likewise did not work on the Sabbath (Exodus 34:21). Instead, each Sabbath he taught in
Sunday School and church—a practice he followed for seventy years.

Wanamaker, a strong Christian, was a world leader in business, introducing many practices
that today have become commonplace across the globe.

Leaders in Education

As noted in the previous lesson, education for every child was a Biblical idea. It motivated the
early colonists to start schools and colleges and is why the Bible was their central textbook.
Their Bible-centered approach to education predominated well into the twentieth century, and
some of the greatest and most influential educators in American history were dedicated
Christians.

Noah Webster

One of the most notable educators of the nineteenth century was
Noah Webster (1758-1843), known as “The Schoolmaster to
America.”® He served as a soldier during the American War for
Independence, and then as a judge and legislator afterwards. He was
one of the first Americans to call for a Constitution Convention and was
active in helping ratify the Constitution once it was written.

Prior to the war, Americans had been heavily dependent on British
textbooks, which, of course, were filled with British thinking and o
philosophy. After the war ended, Webster wisely recognized that for Noah Webster
America to continue to exist as the independent nation she had become, her schools needed
textbooks that reflected our own unique American way of thinking and governing. He therefore
began writing and publishing purely American texts for the classroom, including works on
spelling, grammar, literature, agriculture, banking, history, government, manners, medicine, and
numerous other subjects.

Webster’s first textbook was his speller, published in 1783. It standardized spelling in America
and introduced purely American spellings, such as “labor,” “honor,” and “public” to replace the
British spellings of “labour,” “honour,” and “publick.” This speller dominated education for the
next century and a half, eventually becoming known as the “Blue-Back Speller” because of the
distinctive blue color of its cover. Selling an astounding 100 million copies (and this was at a
time when the population of America was much smaller than today),” its premise was that
“God’s Word, contained in the Bible, has furnished all necessary rules to direct our conduct.

Webster repeatedly stressed that the basis of American education in all subjects must rest upon
Christianity:

»31

In my view, the Christian religion is the most important and one of the first things in
which all children under a free government ought to be instructed....No truth is more
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evident to my mind than that the Christian religion must be the basis of any government
intended to secure the rights and privileges of a free people.3 2

In addition to his textbooks, Webster also recognized that we needed an American dictionary,
so he began working on one. His would have full definitions of words (something not common
to dictionaries at that time) and include many purely American words found in no other
dictionary (such as “skunk,” “hickory,” “chowder,” and thousands more). For twenty years,
Webster kept a list of words for which he could find no definition—words that he would include
in his dictionary.

As he began to define each word, he found he needed to know its origin—where it came from
and how it had been used in previous ages. Seeking to understand the original language from
which a particular word was derived, Webster personally learned twenty-eight languages.>
When his An American Dictionary of the English Language was finally published in 1828, it
contained 70,000 words, with 12,000 words and 40,000 definitions not found in any previous
dictionalry.34

To illustrate the context of the words he was defining, Webster provided sentences within the
definition to show how that word was used. Significantly, a high percentage of the sentences he
provided as examples were Bible verses.

For example, after defining the word “man,” examples he gave to illustrate its usage included:

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness, and let them have
dominion. Genesis 1.

Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble. Job 14.

My spirit will not always strive with man. Genesis 6.

There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man. / Corinthians 10.

It is written, man shall not live by bread alone. Matthew 4.3

Similarly, after defining “heart,” his examples were:

The heart is deceitful above all things [Jeremiah 17:9]. Every imagination of the thoughts
of the heart is evil continually [Genesis 6:5]. We read of an honest and good heart [Luke
8:15], and an evil heart of unbelief [Hebrews 3:12], a willing heart [Exodus 35:5, 22], a
heavy heart [Proverbs 25:20], sorrow of heart [Nehemiah 2:2], a hard heart [Exodus
7:14], a proud heart [Proverbs 16:5], a pure heart [Matthew 5:8]. The heart faints in
adversity [Isaiah 1:5, Proverbs 24:10; Deuteronomy 20:8], or under discouragement, that
is, courage fails [Joshua 2:11]; the heart is deceived [Isaiah 44:20], enlarged [2
Corinthians 6:11], reproved,
lifted up [2 Chronicles

26: 16],’ fixed [Psalm 57:7], As immoral which contravenes any divine.pr
established [Psalm 112:8], which is contrary to the duties Whmh mm owe '

moved, &c. *° each other. : e
Webster’s definition of immoral reflects the Biblical worldview of early Amerlca
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Webster was so committed to doing everything for the Lord (including even his massive
dictionary) that in the preface to that famous work, he openly dedicated it to God.”’

(By the way, since its original publication in 1828, Webster’s dictionary has undergone
extensive censorship to remove its Christian content; so although the most popular dictionary in
America continues to bear his name, it no longer reflects the spirit of the original. Fortunately,
reprints and online copies of his original 1828 dictionary are still readily accessible for use today
and are highly recommended for those who wish to retain and promote a Biblical view of the
English language and its usage.)

In addition to the many texts Webster penned, he also was largely responsible for the
copyright and patent clause in the US Constitution,”® which protects the creativity and innovation
of individuals in the arts and sciences as well as in technology, literature, music, and all other
areas. He also published magazines and newspapers (including the American Minerva,
Commercial Advertiser, The Herald, and The New York Spectator), founded a college (Amherst),
published the first modern-language version of the English Bible (1833), and raised seven
children.

As one textbook later noted of Webster, he was one of the most influential men in American
history:

Only two [other] men have stood on the New World whose fame is so sure to last:
Columbus, its discover and Washington, its savior. Webster is, and will be its great

teacher; and these three make our trinity of fame. >

Another work declared of him:

Who taught millions to read but not one to sin.*’

Noah Webster educated generations of Americans in the same Biblical worldview that caused
America to become the most free and prosperous nation the world has seen.

William McGuffey

Another of America’s most famous educators was William
Holmes McGuffey (1800-1873), a Presbyterian minister,
author, and university professor. For his significant impact on
education, he has been titled “The Schoolmaster of the
Nation”*'— a title very similar to that of Webster, which is
not surprising since he, too, had such a significant influence
on American education. He is best known for his McGuffey
Readers, which sold an amazing 122 million copies in its first
75 years.42 For nearly a century, those readers were standard
throughout the country, and even more than 120 years later in
the 1960s, they were still selling 30,000 copies a year.43 William McGuffey
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McGuffey openly acknowledged the Bible as a significant influence on his readers. For
example, in the Preface to the Fourth Reader, he wrote:

From no Source has the author drawn more copiously in his selections, than from the
sacred Scriptures. For this he certainly apprehends no censure. In a Christian country, that
man is to be pitied who at this day can honestly object to imbuing the minds of youth
with the language and spirit of the Word of God.**

Professor John Westerhoff of Duke University described the overall content of McGuffey’s
works:

From the First to the Fourth Reader, belief in the God of the Old and New Testaments is
assumed. When not mentioned directly, God is implied: “You cannot steal the smallest
pin...without being seen by the eye that never sleeps.” More typically, however, lessons
make direct references to the Almighty: “God makes the little lambs bring forth wool,
that we may have clothes to keep us warm....All that live get life from God....The
humble child went to God in penitence and prayer....All who take care of you and help
you were sent by God. He sent his Son to show you His will, and to die for your sake.”*

So William McGuffey and Noah Webster—perhaps the two most significant influences on
public education in the nineteenth century—were both open and dedicated Christians, as was the
content of the famous textbooks they produced.

Westward Expansion

At the time America achieved her independence from Great
= Britain, most Americans lived along the eastern coast near the
s Atlantic Ocean. But as Americans began moving west, many new
states were added, including Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, and
Louisiana. Expansion steadily continued ever further westward
until reaching the Pacific Ocean.

A significant part of westward expansion was President Thomas
Jefferson’s purchase of the Louisiana Territory from France in
1803, which nearly doubled the size of the United States.
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark first explored the region, and
many other famous explorers followed them, including Jedidiah
Smith, the first to find an overland route to California from the east.

Gail Borden was the first person
baptized west of the Smith was a courageous frontiersman who always carried his Bible

Mississippi River. with him, sharing God with other trappers and pioneers.

Another notable leader in westward expansion was Daniel Boone. He blazed the Wilderness
Road through the Cumberland Gap into Kentucky and then opened other trails heading even
farther west. And there was also John Chapman (known as Johnny Appleseed). He was a
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missionary explorer who worked his way westward, sowing the Word of God to the pioneers he
encountered as well as providing them both spiritual and physical sustenance.

Texas (after it achieved independence from Mexico) became another western addition to the
United States. One of the leaders in Texas independence was Gail Borden, a newspaper publisher
who also printed important papers for the Texas government. In 1840, a Baptist minister arrived
in Galveston (the first Baptist minister in that part of Texas), where Gail and his wife Penelope
lived. Gail was baptized in the Gulf of Mexico—reportedly the first baptism west of the
Mississippi River.*® He later became famous for inventing condensed milk—an important food
supply for those moving west.

Many other Christians were among the famous western trailblazers.

Government

Significantly, every American president has self-identified as a Christian and referenced God
in his inaugural addresses and speeches. Additionally, the majority of governmental leaders in
the nineteenth century were also professing Christians, just as they had been in the Founding Era.

US Senator Daniel Webster

One of the many notable Christian statesmen was Daniel
Webster. He served almost a decade in the US House, nearly two
decades in the US Senate, and was the Secretary of State for three
different presidents. Webster was considered the greatest attorney
in his generation and personally argued and won numerous cases
before the US Supreme Court. In fact, it is reported that opposing
attorneys, when learning they would be facing Webster, would
sometimes withdraw from a case rather than face his genius.47

Webster is also considered the greatest orator in the history of
the US Senate. Significantly, he believed that to become a great
orator, one must study the Word of God and read the Bible aloud.*®
One of his friends and associates testified:

Daniel Webster

[H]e loved and he read that priceless volume [the Bible] as it ought to be loved and
read....He read it aloud to his family every Sunday morning, and often delivered
extempore sermons of great power and eloquence. He never made a journey without
carrying a copy with him; and [I] testify that [I] never listened to the story of the Savior
or heard one of the prophecies of Isaiah when it sounded so superbly eloquent as when
coming from his lips.49

Webster’s old Senate desk is still in use today in the current Senate Chamber. He inscribed his
name in the bottom of that desk with a penknife (and other Senators followed his example).
Interestingly, Webster developed a love for penknives at an early age. In fact, one of his first
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school teachers, Master James Tappan, told the story of how Daniel got his first penknife (at
around age 6-8):

Daniel was always the brightest boy in the school....He would learn more in five minutes
than any boy in five hours....One Saturday, I remember, I held up a handsome new jack-
knife to the scholars and said the boy who would commit to memory the greatest number
of verses in the Bible by Monday morning should have it. Many of the boys did well; but
when it came to Daniel’s turn to recite, I found that he had committed so much [to
memory] that after hearing him repeat some sixty or seventy verses, I was obliged to give
up, he telling me that there were several chapters yet that he had learned. Daniel got that
jack-knife.”

Webster’s love for the Bible remained with him throughout his life and is often seen in his
political speeches as well as his legal works. (For example, he argued a Supreme Court case that
resulted in a unanimous ruling that American public schools would definitely teach the Bible.”")
He understood that obedience to God’s truth produces great blessings for a nation, pointing out
that “Whatever makes men good Christians, makes them good citizens.”*

James Garfield

James A. Garfield (1831-1881) was born in Ohio in 1831—the last
president to be born in a log cabin. He grew up working on the family
farm, was self-taught in law, became a university president, served as a
Union military general in the Civil War, and after the war was a
Congressman (where he was a key leader in passing numerous civil rights
bills to secure racial equality). He also served as an ordained minister
during the Second Great Awakening.

On March 4, 1881, James Garfield was inaugurated 20" President of
the United States, but only four months later was shot by an assassin. The
doctors were unable to find and remove the bullet, and on September 19,1881, he finally
succumbed to the complications related to their medical treatment of his wound. But had it not
been for God’s Providence, he would have died many years earlier while a young boy and not
have accomplished all he did.

James Garfield

Early in his life, Garfield worked on a canal boat, but he was unable to swim—which almost
proved fatal one dark night when he fell into the water. The rest of the crew was asleep and
unaware of what had happened. While gasping for breath and trying to stay above water,
Garfield grabbed hold of a tow rope that had accidentally fallen into the water. As he was
sinking, he somehow managed to throw a loop in the rope around a fixture on the deck of the
barge above him. He then pulled himself to safety, being saved from certain drowning.

Once on deck, for the next three hours Garfield attempted to throw the same rope around the
same fixture, but was unable to duplicate the feat that had saved his life. He concluded that God
had intervened and spared him and as a result he gave himself wholly to God. He went on to
attend seminary™> and became a minister for the Disciples of Christ denomination, leading people
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to Christ™* and publically debating God’s creation against evolutionists.” He influenced the
public sector in many different ways, including being elected to Congress and eventually the
presidency.

Garfield wisely reminded Americans to remember their civil responsibilities as stewards of the
nation, telling them:

[N]ow, more than ever before, the people are responsible for the character of their
Congress. If that body be ignorant, reckless, and corrupt, it is because the people tolerate
ignorance, recklessness, and corruption. If it be intelligent, brave, and pure, it is because
the people demand these high qualities to represent them in national legislature....[I]f the
next centennial does not find us a great nation, with a great and worthy Congress, it will
be because those who represent the enterprise, the culture, and the morality of the nation

do not aid in controlling the political forces.™®

William McKinley

William McKinley (1843-1901) was born in Ohio in 1843 and raised by devoutly Christian
parents.

In the mid-nineteenth century, many people were being
converted to the fast-growing Methodist revivalist movement, and
William was one of them. He became a Christian at a camp
meeting when he was ten, and in 1859, after attending another
series of camp meetings, he was baptized and became a full
member of the Methodist Church. He intended to pursue becoming
a Christian minister, but the Civil War intervened.

McKinley joined the Twenty-Third Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
which was so devout that it was called “the psalm-singers of the
Western Reserve” (the Western Reserve was the northeastern region of Ohio).”” McKinley

William McKinley

reported that there were “religious exercises in the company twice a day, prayer meetings twice a
week, and preaching in the regiment once on a Sabbath.””® He even called himself a soldier of
Jesus.”

In 1897, McKinley was elected the 25" President of the United States, and his strong Christian
faith was apparent in his speeches. For example, in his First Inaugural Address (1897), he said:
“Our faith teaches that there is no safer reliance than upon the God of our fathers, who has so
singularly favored the American people in every national trial, and who will not forsake us so
long as we obey His commandments and walk humbly in His footsteps.”® Midway through his
first term, he declared: “My belief embraces the Divinity of Christ and a recognition of
Christianity as the mightiest factor in the world’s civilization.”®"

As president, he regularly read the Bible and often hosted “hymn sings” (a type of worship
service) in the White House. One biographer stated, “His evenings were spent with Mrs.
McKinley and friends, often reading the Bible aloud until ten.”%*
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Numerous friends affirmed his strong Christian faith, including his pastor, Methodist Bishop
Edward Andrews, who said of him: “He believed in God and in Jesus Christ, through Whom
God was revealed. He accepted the Divine law of the Scripture; he based his hope on Jesus
Christ, the appointed and only Redeemer of men.”%

In 1901, during the first year of his second term, McKinley was assassinated. At that tragic
moment, his lifelong Christian faith once again became evident: after being shot, he immediately
forgave his assassin, blurting out, “Don’t let them hurt him!”** A week later he died, softly
singing the words of his favorite hymn, “Nearer, My God to Thee.” As he passed into eternity,

his last words were, “His will be done. »65

The Second Great Awakening

The Founders of America believed that liberty could not be maintained without Godly
character in both citizens and leaders. Without such character, a free society will become
immoral and depraved, for the government will become more hard-fisted and tyrannical in order
to combat the bad behavior resulting from the lack of morality. Thus, a loss of liberty, freedom,
and prosperity always begins with a decay of morality.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century (that is, in the early 1800s), the War for
Independence and the positive influence of religion and morality that had been so apparent
during the American Founding was waning. This noticeable decline was affirmed even by the
public prayer proclamations of that period, which called for true religion to be rekindled and
spread across the land.® Those prayers were eventually answered in a national revival historians
now call the Second Great Awakening.

That Awakening spanned the decades preceding the Civil War, having first begun in Kentucky
before spreading to other states. In that revival, many people were converted or came back to the
Christian faith, and many new churches and Christian denominations were started.

Leaders in the Second Great Awakening included notables such as Barton Stone, James
McGready, John McGee, Harry Hoosier, Lorenzo Dow, Charles Clay, and Peter Cartwright.
Numerous circuit-riding preachers traveled throughout the frontier of America, setting it aflame
with the Gospel. In fact, legendary Methodist Bishop Francis Asbury (1745-1816) spent 45 years
spreading the Gospel and founding schools, largely from horseback.

Perhaps the best-known name of that national revival was the Rev. Charles Finney (1792-
1875). At least a hundred-thousand Americans became Christians under his ministry,67 and he
further transformed the culture by his extensive influence on thousands of other pastors.
Interestingly, Finney believed that specific things could be done to create a revival, and so he
taught the science of revival in his famous Lectures on Revival of Religz'on.68

The personal story of Finney is very unusual, for he became a Christian by studying to become
an attorney. This seems implausible today, but not then. While studying his legal textbooks,
Finney was struck by their constant references to the Bible as the basis of all civil and moral law.
As a result, he began to seriously study the Bible, which eventually led to his conversion.”” He
then became a minister, helping bring both religious and moral reformation to the nation.
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Finney was an ardent abolitionist and led churches and clergy across the country to boldly
speak out on that issue. In fact, his abolition work was an important factor in ending slavery in
America. He also became president of a college, and his school was one of the first in America to
treat blacks and whites, men and women, as equals.

The Rev. Richard Allen (1760-1831) was another significant figure in the Awakening,
especially in its early years. In 1816, he founded the African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
denomination (the first black denomination in America), but his personal story began much
earlier.

While a slave in Maryland, Allen became a Christian after a
traveling circuit-riding Methodist minister preached on the plantation
where he lived. Allen later influenced his master to become a
Christian, and was able to purchase his freedom, after which he moved
to Philadelphia and became a minister, preaching to both black and
white congregations. He also served in the American War for
Independence and over subsequent years built many churches, often
helped by his friend, signer of the Declaration Benjamin Rush.

Just as many notable spiritual leaders stepped to the forefront during
the Second Great Awakening, many Christian organizations were also
started in that time, including numerous Bible societies. In fact,
Founding Father Benjamin Rush helped organize the first one in
1809,70 and over the next eight years, 120 additional ones were
birthed.”"

. . . . . . Statue of Marcus Whit
In 1816, the American Bible Society (the first national Bible inaﬂl:: %s Caargﬁ(s,l Witlhrﬁ?;l

Society) was formed, and dozens of local, state, and regional Bible Bible in one hand and
medical bag in the other.

societies linked arms with them. Its national officers included notables

such as Elias Boudinot (president of the Continental Congress and a framer of the Bill of Rights),
John Jay (the first Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court), John Quincy Adams (President of the
US), John Marshall (Supreme Court Chief Justice), John Langdon and Charles Cotesworth
Pinckney (signers of the Constitution), Smith Thompson (Secretary of the Navy), William Wirt
(US Attorney General), and many other distinguished historical figures.

In addition to Bible societies, the revival also gave impetus for the founding of numerous
abolition societies, philanthropic organizations, the American Tract Society, the American
Sunday School Union, the YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association), YWCA (Young
Women’s Christian Association), and other such national Christian groups that helped change
the spiritual and cultural direction of America.

Missionaries and Missions Movements

The work of sending Christian missionaries to teach the Bible in remote locations around the
country and the world expanded greatly in the eighteenth century. As seen in Lessons 1 and 2, a
central motivation for the colonization of the original thirteen colonies had been the desire to
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propagate the Gospel. This same motive continued to influence the establishment of later states
as well.

For example, the Rev. Jason Lee was a principal force in founding the state of Oregon,’” and
missionaries Marcus and Narc1ssa Whltma were key in establishing the states of Washington
and Idaho.” In fact, the Whitmans were
instrumental in opening the West to settlers,
blazing what became known as the Oregon
Trail.™

In 1836, on their original westward trek,
when their small party reached the
Continental Divide (the mountain ridge that
divides the eastern from the western United
States) on July 4, 1836, a member of their
expedition, the Rev. Henry Harmon
Spalding, reported: “They alighted from their
horses and kneeling on the other half of the
continent, with the Bible in one hand and the
\ American flag in the other, took possession
of it as the home of American mothers and of

In the winter of 1842-43, Marcus Whitman made a daring trip . 275
over the Rocky Mountains and then returned and traveled the Church Of Christ. After SucceSSfuuy

to Washington DC to meet with President John Tyler completing the J ourney, the Whitmans
and Secretary of State Daniel Webster (above), . .
urging them to not give away the Oregon Territory to returned east and led other settlers in the first
Great Britain in exchange for northern Canada. great emigration to Oregon in 1843. They are

just another in the long line of Christians who helped establish the entirety of what has become
the continental United States.

The End of Slavery

At the time the early colonists came to America, slavery existed across the world. Initially, it
was forbidden in the American colonies, but by the middle of the 17 century (the mid-1600s),
that prohibition had sadly changed and slavery instead began to be protected by law. There were
attempts to restrict and stop its expansion in the colonies, but such laws had limited success, so
slavery steadily grew across America, just as it had elsewhere on the globe. (In the three-and-a-
half centuries of the African slave trade, some 10.7 million Africans were captured and taken as
slaves to other nations, of which 42 percent were taken to Brazil, 10 percent to Jamaica, and so
forth, with 3.6 percent being taken to North America.’®)

The American War for Independence was a turning point in the national attitude against
slavery, and it was the Founding Fathers who contributed greatly to that change. Many of them
denounced Great Britain for imposing upon the colonies the evil of slavery, and then not

23



allowing America to end the slave trade. For example, in the Declaration of Independence
Thomas Jefferson had vigorously complained:

He [King George III] has waged cruel war against human nature
itself, violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the
persons of a distant people who never offended him, captivating
and carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere or to incur
miserable death in their transportation thither....Determined to
keep open a market where men should be bought and sold, he
has prostituted his negative for suppressing every legislative
attempt to prohibit or to restrain this execrable commerce [that
is, he has opposed efforts to prohibit the slave trade].”’ Thomas Jefferson

(Regrettably, the pro-slavery states of South Carolina and Georgia successfully demanded the
removal of this denunciation of the slave trade.”® The reason they won on this issue was that
nothing could appear in the Declaration unless it had complete agreement from all thirteen
states—as the Declaration itself attested, what was in that document was only the “unanimous
declaration of the thirteen United States of America.”)

Benjamin Franklin, echoing what Jefferson had said, likewise affirmed that whenever the
Americans had attempted to end slavery, the British government thwarted those attempts. He
explained that...

a disposition to abolish slavery prevails in North America, that many of
Pennsylvanians have set their slaves at liberty, and that even the
Virginia Assembly have petitioned the King for permission to make a
law for preventing the importation of more into that colony. This
request, however, will probably not be granted as their former laws of
that kind have always been repealed [by the king].”’

Benjamin Franklin

For many of the Founders, their feelings against slavery went beyond words. For example, in
1774, Benjamin Franklin and Benjamin Rush founded in Pennsylvania the first anti-slavery
society in America.* John J ay (original Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court) was president of
a similar society in New York;®' and when William Livingston (a signer of the Constitution and
the Governor of New Jersey) heard of that New York society, he wrote them, offering:

I would most ardently wish to become a member of it [the society in New York] and...I
can safely promise them that neither my tongue, nor my pen, nor purse shall be wanting
to promote the abolition of what to me appears so inconsistent with humanity and
Christianity....May the great and the equal Father of the human race, Who has expressly
declared His abhorrence of oppression, [Proverbs 14:31, 22:16], and that He is no
respecter of persons [Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11], succeed a design so laudably calculated
to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke [Isaiah
58:6].%
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Other prominent Founding Fathers who were members of societies for ending slavery included
Gunning Bedford Jr, Richard Bassett, James Madison, James Monroe, Francis Scott Key,
Bushrod Washington, Charles Carroll, William Few, John Marshall, Richard Stockton,
Zephaniah Swift, and many more. In fact, based in part on the efforts of such Founders,
Pennsylvania and Massachusetts began abolishing slavery in 1780;*° Connecticut and Rhode
Island did so in 1784;84 Vermont in 1786;85 New Hampshire in 1792;86 New York in 1799;87 and
New Jersey in 1804.% The rapid anti-slavery progress during this period of American history
was not surprising since the majority of the Founding Fathers were anti-slavery.

Interestingly, extensive research has been conducted to determine individual Founder’s views
on the issue of slavery. Almost a hundred individuals comprise the group of Founding Fathers
who signed the Declaration or the Constitution. Of that group, some have no recorded position
on the subject; but of those who did express a view on slavery, over two-thirds opposed it, freed
their own slaves, or belonged to anti-slavery societies.

Somewhere less than one-third of the Founders were pro-slavery, and there is no justification
for their view. It is wrong. (Not surprisingly, these pro-slavery Founders came largely from
Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina—the same three states that had vociferously
objected to Jefferson’s denunciation of the slave trade in the Declaration of Independence.)
Openly pro-slavery Founders included William Hooper and Richard Dobbs Spaight of North
Carolina, Charles Pinckney and Charles Cotesworth Pinckney of South Carolina, and Abraham
Baldwin of Georgia.

The anti-slavery Founders (who far outnumber the pro-slavery Founders) can be divided into
three general categories.

The first includes those Founders who never owned a slave, such as John Adams, Roger
Sherman, Alexander Hamilton, and Samuel Adams.

The second includes Founders who owned slaves before America became independent (during
the time the king was vetoing American anti-slavery laws), but who freed their slaves after
separating from Great Britain. Among this group are Founders such as Benjamin Franklin, John
Hancock, Benjamin Rush, William Whipple, and John Dickinson. (Ironically, even though this
group includes some of the nation’s most outspoken advocates against slavery, many critics
today nonetheless wrongly characterize the Founders in this group as pro-slavery slave-
holders.89)

The third group includes Founders who owned slaves throughout their lives but spoke openly
against slavery, and sometimes even became part of anti-slavery organizations and movements.
This situation confuses many today, for how can one own slaves and at the same time be anti-
slavery? Because most of the Founders in this third category lived in the state of Virginia, where
the laws made it very difficult, and in some cases impossible for them to free their own slaves.

For a modern parallel to perhaps better understand the unique situation in Virginia, consider a
pro-life mother in China. Despite how much she might personally object to abortion, for decades
China maintained a coercive one-child policy, forcibly requiring the abortion of any second
child.”® So how could a mother possibly have an abortion (or even multiple abortions) and still
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be pro-life? Because she lived in a country where the laws not only prevented but also made
illegal what she desperately wanted. While this is an imperfect comparison, it nevertheless
suggests the difficulty faced by some of the slave-owning Founders from Virginia who had
inherited their slaves (often at a young age) and were not at liberty under state law to set them
free.

The restrictiveness of Virginia’s laws on slavery is illustrated by the case of Robert Carter. In
1791, he freed his 500 slaves, but because Virginia law was so restrictive, over sixty years later
in 1852 (and long after Carter’s death) his heirs were still working to free his slaves.”! Facing
such difficulties, some Virginians simply packed up and left their homes, moving all their
possessions and slaves to a different state where the law permitted them to be freed.”
Understandably, however, many Virginians did not abandon their family and ancestral homes;
they were thus required to live under the onerous state slave laws.

Significantly, a number of the Founders from Virginia, including George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, and James Madison, openly opposed slavery and even worked to change the laws at
the state level (where their efforts were routinely defeated) as well as the federal level (where
they were sometimes successful).

For example, George Washington (who inherited slaves when he
was only eleven years old”) declared that “there is not a man living
who wishes more sincerely than I do to see a plan adopted for the
abolition of it [slavery].” In fact, he promised that his efforts to
achieve full freedom for slaves “shall never be wanting [lacking].
He was never successful in advancing this objective in his home
state of Virginia, but he was more successful at the national level.

For example, as president in 1789, he signed a federal law that
prohibited slavery in any federal territories that would become states
in the United States.”” As a result, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, George Washington
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Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, and other states entered the union as anti-slavery states. In
1794, he signed another federal anti-slavery law, this one banning any exportation of slaves, thus
preventing America from contributing to the growth of the slave trade.”®

Such federal efforts were also made by slave-owning President Thomas Jefferson (also of
Virginia, who inherited slaves when he was twenty-one years old’’). The Constitution had
specifically given Congress the power to end the slave trade in 1808. (No nation in Europe or
elsewhere had agreed to such strong political action at that time in world history.) When the
specified time arrived, President Thomas Jefferson eagerly signed the federal law banning the
importation of slaves into America.”® He also personally organized anti-slavery activities in
federal territories (including Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois) to ensure that they remained slave-free
when they became states.”” Multiple times over previous decades Jefferson had pressed for the
abolition of slavery at both the state and national levels, but his efforts were unsuccessful.
Despite this, he openly declared:
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[T]here is nothing I would not sacrifice to a practicable plan of abolishing every vestige

of this moral and political depravity [i.e. slavery].

100

For the two-thirds of the Founders included in one of the three anti-slavery categories, most of

their opposition to slavery stemmed from the Bible. As signer of the Declaration Benjamin Rush

affirmed:

Domestic slavery is repugnant to the principles of Christianity....It is rebellion against
the authority of a common Father—it is a practical denial of the extent and efficacy of the

death of a common Savior—it is an usurpation of the prerogative of the great Sovereign

of the universe, Who has solemnly claimed an exclusive property in the souls of men.
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Despite the fact that at least two-thirds of the Founders opposed slavery and spoke or worked
against it, many critics today wrongly claim that they were a collective group of slave-holders
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and racists.

Frederick Douglass

In their attempts to denigrate and dismiss the American Founding, they even assert

that the Constitution was a pro-slavery document.

To prove this, they often point to the Three-Fifths Clause in
the Constitution, claiming that it says blacks are only three-
fifths of a person.'® But this is wrong. The three-fifths clause
was an actually an anti-slavery clause in the Constitution
designed to limit pro-slavery representation in Congress. It had
nothing to do with the worth of any individual.

One of the earliest black Americans to investigate the claim
that the Constitution was pro-slavery was famous black
abolitionist Frederick Douglass. Born into slavery in 1818, he
escaped to New York in 1838. He was later hired to work for
the Massachusetts anti-slavery society, and also served as a
preacher for Zion African Methodist denomination.'™

During Douglass’s first years of freedom, he studied at the feet of abolitionist William Lloyd
Garrison, who wrongly taught him that the Constitution was a pro-slavery document.'” Douglass
accepted this claim, and his early speeches and writings reflected this belief. However, he began

to research the subject for himself: he read the Constitution as well as the writings of those who
wrote it. What he found revolutionized his thinking: he concluded that the Constitution was not a
pro-slavery but rather an anti-slavery document.'” He explained:

I was, on the anti-slavery question....fully committed to [the] doctrine touching the pro-
slavery character of the Constitution....I advocated it with pen and tongue, according to
the best of my ability....[U]pon a reconsideration of the whole subject, I became
convinced...that the Constitution of the United States not only contained no guarantees in
favor of slavery but on the contrary, it is in its letter and spirit an anti-slavery instrument,
demanding the abolition of slavery as a condition of its own existence as the supreme law

of the land. Here was a radical change in my opinions....

107
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Douglass therefore concluded:

[1]f the Constitution were intended to be, by its framers and adopters, a slaveholding
instrument, why neither “slavery,” “slaveholding,” nor “slave” can anywhere be found in
it?...Now, take the Constitution according to its plain reading and I defy the presentation
of a single pro-slavery clause in it. On the other hand, it will be found to contain
principles and purposes entirely hostile to the existence of slavery.'®®

By the 1830s, many citizens had come to reject the original view of most Founding Fathers
that slavery was an evil to be abolished. Even many churches began wrongly attempting to
justify slavery. In fact, three major Protestant denominations (Presbyterians, Methodists, and
Baptists) actually split over the issue of slavery; and once the churches had divided over slavery,
it was almost certain that the nation would as well.

Abolition

Significantly, the greatest force for abolition in America was Bible-based Christianity. By
1827, 130 different abolition societies had been formed,109 and in 1833, the National American
Anti-Slavery Society was founded, with one-third of its leaders being clergyman.110 They
announced:

With entire confidence in the overruling justice of God, we plant ourselves upon the
Declaration of Independence and the truths of Divine revelation as upon the everlasting
rock. We shall organize anti-slavery societies, if possible, in every city, town, and village
in our land. We shall send forth agents to lift up the voice of remonstrance [protest], of
warning, of entreaty [pleading] and rebuke. We shall circulate unsparingly and
extensively anti-slavery tracts and periodicals. We shall enlist the pulpit and the press in
the cause of the suffering....We shall spare no exertions nor means to bring the whole
nation to speedy repentance.' !

Underground Railroad

While many Christians were working to abolish slavery by
changing the law, others were helping slaves escape from slavery in
the South to freedom in the North (and also into Canada) through a
network of safe houses known as the Underground Railroad. Some
of the more notable conductors on the Underground Railroad
included former slave and devout Christian Harriet Tubman, who
led so many slaves to freedom that she was given the name “Moses
of Her People,” in reference to Moses of the Bible, the great Hebrew
deliverer. And Levi and Catherine Coffin, motivated by their
Quaker faith, helped about 3,000 slaves escape to freedom. When
asked why he aided fugitive slaves, Levi said: “The Bible, in Levi Coffin

bidding us to feed the hungry and clothe the naked, said nothing
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about color, and I should try to follow out the teachings of that Good Book.”""? And Oberlin
University, where the Rev. Charles Finney was president, was a very active center on the
Underground Railroad.' 13

Ministers Encourage Lincoln toward Emancipation

President Abraham Lincoln believed that God called him to be an instrument to help end
slavery.'" To him, slavery violated the ideal stated in the Declaration of Independence that “all
men are created equal.” On January 1, 1863, he signed the Emancipation Proclamation that freed
the slaves in the southern states—an action that reflected God’s principles of racial equality.

Significantly, Lincoln had received much encouragement from ministers in his efforts against
slavery. In fact, between 1861 and 1863, various associations of clergymen (representing the
Methodists, Baptists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Quakers, Congregationalists, and United
Brethren) as well as missions boards from all over the North sent dozens of official
condemnations of slavery to President Lincoln, announcing their support of the anti-slavery
stance taken by the federal government.'"

Clergyman were also active in contacting other national political leaders. In fact, over the
period of only a few months, 125 different remonstrances supported by New England clergymen
poured into Congress.116 One such document, signed by 3,050 New England clergymen, was 200
feet long.''” US Senator Charles Sumner (one of the anti-slavery Democrats who founded the
Republican Party) thanked the ministers, saying, “In the days of the Revolution, John Adams,
yearning for Independence, said, ‘Let the pulpits thunder against oppression; and the pulpits
thundered. The time has come for them to thunder again.”'"®

Lincoln attempted to view the events of the Civil War from a Biblical perspective. Perhaps
more than any other president, he included Bible verses and principles throughout his speeches
and policies—a fact especially apparent in his Second Inaugural Address:

Both [North and South] read the same Bible and pray to
the same God, and each invokes His aid against the
other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to
ask a just God’s assistance in wringing their bread from
the sweat of other men’s faces [that is, in having slaves],
but let us judge not that we be not judged [Matthew 7:1].
The prayer of both could not be answered. That of
neither has been answered fully. The Almighty has His
own purposes. Woe unto the world because of offences,
for it must needs be that offenses come, but woe to that
man by whom the offense comes [Matthew 18:7]. If we
shall suppose that American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the Providence of
God, must needs come, but which having continued through His appointed time, He now
wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe
due to those by whom the offense came, shall we discern there any departure from those

Abraham Lincoln
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Divine attributes which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do
we hope—fervently do we pray—that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass
away. Yet if God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by the bondsman’s [slave
owner’s] two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every
drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was
said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said, that the judgements of the Lord are

true and righteous altogether [Psalm 19:9].'"

Significantly, only two months before Lincoln gave this address, the Thirteenth Amendment
abolishing slavery had been passed. And only five weeks after this address, Lincoln was
assassinated. A month after that, the Civil War finally came to an end. Abolition had prevailed—
the principles of the Declaration were recognized in American law: the idea that all men are
created free and have equal rights before the Creator, including a right to life, liberty, and

property became fully secured in the Constitution.

——— e ———

There is much else that can be pointed to throughout
the nineteenth century to illustrate the positive influence
of the Bible and Christianity on America, its leaders,
and the culture, but to do so would require volumes
more space. Nonetheless, just from the little that has
been presented here, it is clear that America’s Christian
history is inseparable from American history in general.

The Christian Influence in the Wars
against Evil in the 20th Century

In the 20™ century, America fought two world wars,
and the root of the conflict in each was, in simplest
terms, good versus evil—Iliberty versus oppression—
God-given rights versus government tyranny and
oppression. The attempt to preserve Christian and
Biblical principles for others in the world was a major
cause of our involvement in both wars, and the Christian
faith supported many of those who fought and died to
secure liberty for America and other allied nations.

In each war, care was taken to meet the spiritual needs
of American GIs on land, sea, and air. One indication of

THE MESSAGE OF PRESIDENT WILSON
TO SOLDIERS AND SAILORS, U. S. ARMY
AND NAVY, JUNE 6, 1917, SENT THfOUGH

THE MARYLAND BIBLE SOCIETY

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Thio bodkx gpoaxs both the voice of
God and ths voice of humanity, for thore is
told in it tho most comvinding story of human
exporiencoe that has over bdean mritten, take it
ell in all, and those who heed that story will
now that strength and happiness and success
are sll oummed up in tho exhortation, "Pear God
and koop his commandmonts.”

%m/ﬁ/%éz g

“

Letter from President Woodrow
Wilson placed inside Bibles given to
soldiers in WWI.

this was that Bibles were distributed to these warriors, and those Bibles often included messages

from national leaders on the importance of Bible reading.
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For example, some World War I Bibles included a letter from General John Pershing, military
commander of American forces, telling them:

To The American Soldier:

Aroused against a nation
waging war in violation of all
Christian principles, our people
are fighting in the cause of
liberty.

“T'O THE AMERICAN SOLDIER
* Aroused against a nation wag-
ing wanr in violation of all Chris-
tian pnncnples, our people are
ﬁghtlhg m\thc cause of liberty.

“Hardship w111 be your lot, but

)
. . ¢ trust in God will give you com-
Hardship will be your lot, but Gen. John Pershing fort; temptation will befall vou

trust in God will give you comfort; temptation ) but the teachings of our Saviour
will befall you, but the teachings of our Savior ¢ will give you strength.
4 ;
will give you strength. ) Let your valor as a soldier and
Let your valor as a soldier and your conduct YORG SN & a0 e an inj

] T ) spiration to your comrades and
as a man be an inspiration to your comrades and }"an honor to your country
120 ]

an honor to your country. PERSHING COMDG.”
August 10, 1917.

)
)
)
4
)
)
4

A

Other World War I Bibles included a letter from
President Woodrow Wilson, which declared:

This Testament is presented
by the Baraca class, of the First
M. E. Church, Martins Ferry, O.

[

This book speaks both the voice of God and the <
voice of humanity, for there is told in it the most
convincing story of human experience that has
ever been written, take it all in all, and those who heed that story will know that strength
and happiness and success are all summed up in the exhortation, “Fear God and keep his
commandments.” '*!

.Wﬁm’m

America’s leaders understood the importance of the Bible to those on the frontlines of
preserving America’s freedom and form of government.

Sgt. Alvin York

Alvin York (1887 1964) was the most decorated American soldier of World War 1. He was
’ raised in a Christian home in eastern Tennessee but
lived as “a real hellraiser”'** until he was converted to
Christ (due, in part, to years of prayer by his mother).
He then devoted himself to pursuing God, studying the
Bible, and fulfilling his family responsibilities. He also
helped start a new church in his community, serving as
an elder, Sunday school teacher, and song leader.

When the United States entered World War I in 1917,
York was one of many who was drafted to fight.

However, as a new Christian, he believed that he should

Sgt. Alvin York
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be a peacemaker and that killing of any kind and for any reason was always wrong (he did not
yet know the Bible’s teachings on just war, self-defense, military service, and so forth). He
therefore registered as a conscientious objector, seeking to avoid personally fighting. But the
military denied his exemption because his church had no written doctrine on that issue. He was

therefore enlisted as a fighting soldier.

Before being deployed to Europe, he discussed with his commander the issue of whether
Christians should use force. His commander reasoned with him from the Bible, sharing some
Bible verses to think about, and then gave York time to travel home and resolve the conflict in
his mind. When York returned to camp, it was with the new revelation that, “If a man can make

peace by fighting, he is a peacemaker.”123 When asked by his commanding officer if he still had
2124

any objections to fighting he replied, “No, sir, I do not.
During the battle of the Argonne Forest in
France on October 8, 1917, Corporal York’s
company came under intense fire, and all but
eight of his group were shot. With the higher
ranking officers out of commission, York took
command, and through his leadership, his small
band of soldiers captured 132 German soldiers
and officers (all behind enemy lines), with York
personally killing 25 others and putting 35
machine guns out of commission.'> The small
group of Americans marched their large group of i
German captives from behind German lines to an
American encampment, where they turned their

prisoners over for military confinement. Now 1 lay me down t sieep
Of that memorable day, York wrote in his diary, :i:"ﬂ:::"l "’| ":::‘;
“So you can see here in this case of mine where , Across the sem, in France, so far.
.. . Oh, muay bis fight for Liberty,
God helped me out. I had been living for God and ]  Save mallions moee than lirthe e
. .  From cruel faes or ruhiess blast, -
working in the church some time before I came to [ Andbeing bim sacly home a buc.
the army. So I am a witness to the fact that God S
did help me out of that hard battle, for the bushes : = -2

were shot up all around me and I never got a
scratch.”1?® ‘ '

On November 11, 1917, the peace treaty ending One of the many war bond posters
the Great War (World War I) was signed. vith a religious theme.
Sergeant York headed home to a hero’s welcome, and he received the Medal of Honor from
President Woodrow Wilson.

Everyone in the country knew of York’s amazing feat and wanted to see him and hear him
speak. Flooded with invitations, at first he was very reluctant to respond, but then he realized he
could use these various opportunities to help provide education for poor children from the
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backwoods rural area from which he had come. He therefore agreed to those invitations,
explaining:

Educating the boys and girls of the mountain districts and telling the Gospel of Jesus
Christ are far more important to me than reciting my experiences in France....When I die,
I had rather it be said about me that I gave my life toward aiding my fellow man than for
it to be said that I became a millionaire through capitalizing on my fame as a fighter. I do
not care to be remembered as a warrior but as one who helped others to Christ.”"?’

York went on to start various schools and institutes, including in 1939 the Alvin C. York Bible
School in order to “give instruction in the Holy Bible and to teach the fundamental Christian
religion as contained therein [that would] prepare its pupils and students to live and practice a
full Christian life. »128

World War 11

The bombing of Pearl Harbor by the Japanese
on December 7, 1941, precipitated America’s
entry into World War II. The conflict truly was
a global war, and from the American
perspective it was fought on two fronts: the
European, against Germany and her allies; and
the Pacific, against the Japanese.

Fighting to preserve the principles of the
Christian faith was a central motivation behind
America’s entry into the conflict. As President
Franklin Roosevelt affirmed in his State of the
Union address on January 6, 1942 (only a
month after the attack on Pearl Harbor):

The world is too small...for both Hitler and
God....The Nazis have now announced their
plan for enforcing their new German pagan
religion all over the world—a plan by which
the Holy Bible and the Cross of Mercy
would be displaced by Mein Kampf and the
swastika and the naked sword.'”

THIS IS THE ENEMY

This poster, produced by the US government to help sell
war bonds during WWII, reveals the Nazis’ opposition

A government poster was issued reﬂectlng to, and America’s strong support for Biblical faith.

the elements of Roosevelt’s speech (pictured at

right), affirming America’s devotion to the Bible and the Nazis’ desire to eliminate it.
Significantly, many of the official posters used to raise money for the War had similarly strong
religious themes.
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During the war, many of the troops were sustained by their Christian faith; others were
converted to Christ, including even some Americans being held in enemy prison camps. In fact,
two of the captured Doolittle Raiders, Bob Hite and Jacob DeShazer, became Christians in a
Japanese prison after obtaining and reading a Bible. (In April 1942, Col. Jimmy Doolittle led
sixteen planes and eighty men in a surprise bombing raid on Japan in response to the bombing of
Pearl Harbor. Several of those Americans were captured or killed.) Hite and DeShazer both
testified that their miraculous transformation to becoming a Christian is what kept them alive
during their intense suffering and brutal treatment at the hands
of the J alpalnese.130

After the war, DeShazer forgave those who had so abused
him, and he and his wife even became missionaries to Japan,
serving there for thirty years. Through their ministry, many
Japanese became Christians, including two of the prison guards
who had tortured him. Perhaps his most visible convert was
Mitsuo Fuchida, the Japanese officer and pilot who led the air
attack on Pearl Harbor that began World War II for the
Americans. Significantly, DeShazer and Fuchida worked
together to start many new churches and help rebuild the
nation of Japan.

When Japan finally surrendered, General Douglas MacArthur was placed in charge of
occupation, tasked with transforming Japan from a tyrannical nation to a civilized one. (As a
reflection of the Japanese barbarity at the time, they had killed over 10 million Chinese and
slaughtered countless more from other Pacific nations). MacArthur believed that the introduction
of Christianity into Japan was a crucial step for rebuilding that nation, so he called for Christian
missionaries and Bibles to be sent. Bibles poured into the country, 5,000 missionaries arrived,
and the Bible became a best-seller in Japan."'

MacArthur brought transformational reforms in military, political, economic, and social areas.
Not only were Japanese war crimes and war criminals punished (as had been done in Germany in
the Nuremburg trials), but military Shintoism was abolished, the power of the elite class was
broken, and control over the military, politics, land, and business was decentralized. Under
American leadership, the people were lifted up, women were elevated, the economy was rebuilt,
and the country became democratic. The transformation was so complete that by 1952, Japan
was openly accepted back into the world community of nations.

Significantly, MacArthur saw the positive changes in Japan as being a direct result of the
positive influences of Christianity. In fact, he openly affirmed:

Mitsuo Fuchida and Jake DeShazer

[N]o phase of the occupation....has left me with a greater sense of personal satisfaction

than my spiritual stewardship.'*>
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“ln God We Trust”

From the nation’s beginning, the nation’s central
theme (and its unofficial motto) had been “In God
We Trust.” Variants of that phrase appeared on flags
during the American War for Independence'> as
well as in the correspondence of that era.'** It was
part of the state mottos, > and the phrase also
appeared in the National Anthem,"*®
It was then imprinted on specific coins during the
Civil War,"”” and in 1955,
“In God We Trust” was
added to all of our coins
and currency.13 ®In 1956,
that phrase became the
nation’s official national

motto when President

penned in 1814.

Dwight D. Eisenhower signed it into federal law.'*

The national motto, “In God We Trust,”
above the Speaker’s Rostrum in the

US House Chamber.

spirit of that motto, official government publications often openly

invoked God and Biblical principles.

One such example is the pamphlet “Forest and Flame in the Bible” (pictured below), produced
in 1961 by the US Department of Agriculture Forest Service as part of a nationwide conservation

movement. The Foreword stated:

There are many
passages in the
Bible that tell how
our forests serve us
and how we should
protect them....The
Bible urges us to
the protection and
wise use of our
forests, range, and
woodlands....As
the Bible foretells,
destruction of our
natural resources
will bring us
punishment in the
form of loss and
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{“ - Only you <"
ni\ﬂl“ "E'i‘::l—:-

YES . . . Most forest fires can be prevented if you will fol-
low these rules:

1. CRUSH OUT YOUR SMOKES—BREAK YOUR MATCH IN TWO—
DROWN YOUR CAMP AND WARMING FIRE. Be sure that every
spark is dead out

2. USE CARE IN BURNING BRUSH OR TRASH—NEVER BURN LAND
OF OTHERS. Respect your neighbor’s property rights.

Yes, care will prevent many fires from starting. Fires which
are deliberately set on lands :lrlh ers should be hmughl to the
attention of law-enforcement officers.

Consistent with the




AND THOSE WHO SET FIRES WILL BE CALLED UPON
TO MAKE AMENDS TO THOSE WHO HAVE SUFFERED
Exodus 22: 6 “If a fire break out, and catch in thorns,
0 that the stacks of corn, or the standing
com, or the fickd, be consumed therewith; he
that kindled the fire shall surely make
restitution.”

FOR THE RESOURCES OF NATURE ARE MAN'S LIFE

Deuteronomy 20:19 for the tree of the ficld is man's

life

SO SPARE THE EARTH AND THE TREES
I Chronicles 16:33 “Then shall the trees of the wood sing out
at the presenceof the Lord, . .

Deuteronomy 20:19 “When thou shalt besiege a city a long
time, in making war against it to take it, thou
shalt not destroy the trees thereof by forcing
an axe against them: for thou mayest eat of

misery....In this booklet we selected Biblical passages of great wisdom and beauty.”o

Some of those verses can be seen in the pages below.

AND IF A TREE BE CUT OR BURNED,
GROW OTHERS IN ITS STEAD

Lsaiah 44:14 “He heweth him down cedars, and taketh
the cypress and the cak, which he strength-
encth for himself among the trees of the for-
ost: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth

nourish i."
Job 14:7 “For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut
down, that it will sprout again, and that the

tender branch thereof will not cease.”

AND FROM THE EARTH WIiLL
SPRING THE TREE ONCE MORE!

Genesis 1:11 “And God said, Let the earth bring forth
gram, . « . and the fruit tree yielding fruit
after his kind, whose sced is in itself, upon

the carth: and it was so0."”

Revelation 22:1 “And he shewed me a pure river of water
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the

throne of God and of the Lamb.”

Revelation 22:2 “In the midst of the street of it, and on
cither side of the river, was there the tree of
life, which barc twelve manner of fruits, end
yielded her fruit every month: and the
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the

nations.”

them, and thou shalt not cut them down . .

to employ them in the sege: ™ Genesis 1:12

and God saw that it was good.”

14 15

Conclusion

There is so much more that could be shown, but what has been presented in these five lessons
clearly demonstrates that throughout America’s four centuries of existence, Christianity and the
Bible have exerted a significant positive influence on America’s institutions and culture. The
Christian faith was a key force in the birth, growth, and development of the United States, and
was also the source of the ideas and principles that produced American Exceptionalism. In the
words of the Rev. Jedidiah Morse (1761-1826), an early American educator who wrote one of
the first histories of the American War for Independence:

To the kindly influence of Christianity we owe that degree of civil freedom, and political
and social happiness which mankind now enjoy.'"'

Across the generations, Americans have understood that a rejection of these principles would
lead to the nation’s downfall. As early statesman Daniel Webster warned:

If we and our posterity shall be true to the Christian religion—if we and they shall live
always in the fear of God and shall respect His Commandments—we may have the
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highest hopes of the future fortunes of our country....But if we and our posterity reject
religious instruction and authority, violate the rules of eternal justice, trifle with the
injunctions of morality, and recklessly destroy the political constitution which holds us
together, no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm us that shall bury all
our glory in profound obscurity.142

Understanding and applying the Christian principles presented from these lessons on Christian
Heritage Week is not just interesting but is also vital for the future well-being of the nation. m
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