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" Religion and FPatriotifm #be Confti-

tuents.of @ good SOLD IER.

3 SAM. X. 12,

Be of good Courage, and let us play

the Men, for our People, and for the
Cities of our God : And the Lord
do that which [eemeth him good.

O
/w7 Liberty in fuch a World as this,

5§ yet our Country has been the
~ happy Spot that- has been dif-
tinguifhed with fuch a long Series of Blef-
fings, with little or no Interruption.. Our
Situation in the middle of the Britifh Co-
lonies, and our Separation from the French,

.thofe ezernal Enemies of Liberty and Bruzons,

en the one Side by the vaft Arlantic, and
/ B2 on
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2 Religion and Patriotifm #he " .

on the other by a long Ridge of Mountains, .

and a wide extended Wildernefs, havefor
many Years been a Barrier to us ; and while
other Nations have been involved in War,
we have not been alarmed with the Sound

of the Trumpet, nor f{cen Garments rolled

112 Blood. . S —_—
But now the Scene is changed : Now
we begin to experience in our Turn the

"Fate of the Nations of thé Earth. Our

Territories are invaded by the Power, and
Perfidy of France; our Frontiers ravaged
by mercilefs Savages, -and our Fellow-Sub-
jects there murdered with all the horrid

Arts of Indian and Popith Torture.. Our

‘General, unfortunately brave, 'is fallen, an
Army of 1300 choice Men routed, ; our
fine Train of Artillery. taken, and all this

(Oh mortyfying Thought!) all this by 4 |

or soo daftardly, infidious Barbarians.

Thefe Calamities have not come upon us -

without Warnings. We were long ago

apprized of the ambitious Schemes of our -

Enemies, and their Motions to carry them

into Execition: And had we taken timely

Meafures they might have been cruthed,
before theéy could have arrived at fuch 2
formidable Height. ~ But how have we ge-
nerally behaved in fuch a -critical Time?
Alas | our Country has been funk in a deep
Sleep : A ftupid Security has unmanned the

Inhabitants : They could not realize a Dan-
ger

T ey



Conﬁituents of @ good SOLDIER. '3
ger at the Diftance of 2 or 300 Miles : They

_ would not be perfuaded, that even French

Papifts could ferioufly defign us an Injury :
And hence little, or- nothing has been
done for- the Defence of our Country in
Time, except by the Compulfion of -
Authority. And now, when the Cloud
thickens over our Heads, and alarms every
thoughtful Mind with its near Approach,

‘Multitudes, I am afraid, are ftill diffolved

in carelefs Security, or enervated with an
effeminate, cowardly Spirit. ~When the
melancholy News firft reached us concern-
ing the Fate of our Army, then we faw .
how natural it is for the Prefumptuous to
fall into the oppofite Extreme of unmanly
Defpondence, and Confternation ; and how
little Men could do in fuch a Pannic for

" their own Defence. We have alfo fuffered

our poor Fellow-Subjects in the Frontier Coun-
ties to fall a helplefs Prey to Blood-thirfty
Savages, without affording them  proper Af-

Siffance, which as Members of the fame

Body Politic they had a Right to exped.:
They might as well have continued 7z a
State of Nature, as be united 7z Society,
if in {uch an Article of extreme Danger,
they are left to fhift for themfelves. The
bloody Barbarians have exercifed on fome
of them the moft unnatural and leifurely
Tortures; and others they have butchered -

- B2 in




A Religion and Patriotifm the
their Beds, or in fome unguarded Hour,

'Can human Nature bear the Florror.of the

Sight! See yonder ¥ the hairy Scalps clot-
ted with Gore! the mangled Limbs ! Wo-
men ript up! the Heart and Bowels, ftill

 palpitating with Life, and fmoking on the

Ground! See the Savages fwilling their

‘Blood, and imbibing a more outragious

Fury with the inhuman Draught! Sure
thefe are not. Men ; they are not Beafts of
Prey; they are fomething worfe ; they
‘muft be snfernal Furies in human Shape.
And have we tamely looked on, and fuf-
fered them to exercife’ thefe hellifh Barba-
rities upon our Fellow-Men, our Fellow-
Subjes, our Brethren? Alas! with what
-Horror muft we look upon ourfelves, as
being little better than Acceflarics to their
"Blood ? : ‘

And fhall thefe Ravages go on uncheck’d ?
-Shall ¥irginia incur the Guilt, and the ever-
lafting Shame of tamely exchanging her
Liberty, her Religion, and her All, for
arbitrary Gallic Power, and for Popifh Sla-
very, Tyranny, and Maflacre? Alas! are
there none of her Children, that enjoyed

_all the Bleflings ‘of her Peace, that will

efpoufe her Caufe, and befriend her now in
the Time of her Danger? Are Britons ut-
terly degenerated by fo thort a Remove
from their Mother-Country ? Is the Spirit

of




Conftituents of @ good SOLDIER. &

of Patriotifm entirely extinguithed amang
us? And muft I give thee up for loft, O
my Country ! and all that is included in that
important Word ? Muft I look upon thes
as a conquered, enflaved Province of France,
and the Range of Indian Savages? My
Heart breaks at the Thought. And muit
ye, our unhappy Brethren in our Frontiers,
muft ye ftand the fingle Barriers of a ra-
vaged . Country, unaffifted, unbefriended,
unpitied ? Alas ! muft I draw thefe fhock-
ing Conclufions ? '
No; I am agreeably checked by the

‘happy, - encouraging Profpet now before .

- me. Is it a pleafing Dream? Or do I
really fee a Number of brave Men, with-
out the Compulfion of Authority, with-
out the Profpet of Gain, voluntarily af~
fociated in a Company, to march over track-
lefs Mountains, the Hauntsof wild Beatts, or
fiercer Savages, Rocks and Mountains, intoan
hideousWildernefs, to fuccour their helplefs
Fellow-Subjeés, and guard their Country ?
Yes, Gentlemen, I fee you here upon this
Defign ; and were you all united to my
Heart by the moft endearing Ties of Na-
ture, or Friendfhip, I could not wifth to
fee you engaged in a nobler Caufe ; and

whatever the Fondnefs of Paffion might

. carry me to, Iam fure my Judgment would
never fuffer me to perfuade you to defert it.

- You all generoufly put your Lives in your
: ; Hands ;

o e i
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Hands; and fundry of you have nobly dif-
engaged yourfelves from the ftrong and
tender Ties that twine about the Heart of
@ Father, or a Hufband, to confine you at
home in inglorious Eafe, and fneaking Re-
tirement from Danger, when your Country
calls for your Affiftance. - While I have

you before me, 1 have high Thoughts of a -

Virginian ; and I entertain the pleafing Hope
that my Country will yet emerge out of
her Diftrefs, and. flourith with her ufual
Bleffings. I am gratefully fenfible of the
umerited Honour you have done me, in
making Choice of me to addrefs you upon

" fo fingular and important an Occafion : And

I am fure I bring with t3e a Heart ardent

to ferve you and my Country, though |

am afraid my Inability, and the Hurry of
my Preparations, may give you Reafon to
repent your Choice. 1 cannot begin my

Addrefs to you with more proper Words

than thofe of a great General, which I
have read to you : Be of good Courage, and
play the Men, for your People, and for, the
Cities of your God; and the Lord do what
Sfeemeth bim good. - ’

- My prefent Defign is, to illuftrate and
improve the fundry Parts of my Text, as
They lie in order, which you will find rich
in fundry important Infiructions, adapted
to this Occafion. _
MU L ea The
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Conftituents of @ good SOLDIER. % '

“The Words were {poken juft before a
very threatening Engagement by Foaf, who
had long" ferved under that pious Hero
King David, as the General of his Forces,
and had fhewn himfelf an Officer of true
Courage, condu&ed with Prudence. - ‘The
Ammanites, a neighbouring Nation, at fre-
quent Hoftilities with the Fews, had un-
gratefully offered Indignities to fome of
Dawid’s Courtiers whom he had fent to con=
dole their King upon the Death of his
Father, and congratalate his Acceflion to
the Crown. - Our holy Religion teaches us
to bear perfonal Injuries without privafe Re-
venge : But national Infults, and Indignities
ought to excite the public Refentment.

Accordingly King David, when he heard .

-that the Ammonites, with their Allies, were
preparing ‘to invade his Territories, and
-carry their Injuries:ftill farther, fent Joab
his General, with his Army, to repel them,
and avenge ‘the Affronts: they had offered
his Subje@®s. It feems the Army of the
Enemy were much more numerous than
-David’s: Their Mercenaries from other Na-
‘tions were no lefs.than 31,000 Men; and no
'‘Doubt the Ammonites themfelves were a {till
greater Number. Thefe numerous Forces
‘were difpofed in the moft advantageous
‘Manner, and furrouhded j02b’s Men, that
‘they might attack them both in Flank and

Front

—
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Front at once, and cut them all off, leaving
no Way for them to efcape. Prudence is
of the utmoft Importance in the Conduct
of an Army: And oab, in this critical
Situation, gives a Proof how much he was
Mafter of it, and difcovers the fteady Com-
pofure of his Mind, while thus furrounded
with Danger. He divides his Army, and
gives one Party to his Brother Abz/has, who
commanded next to him, and the other he
kept the Command of himfelf, and refolves
to attack the Syrian Mercenaries, who feem-~
ed the moft formidable ; he gives Orders

 to his Brother in the mean Time to Fall

upon the Ammonites ; and he animates him

~with this noble Advice : Be of good Courage;

and let us play the Men; for our People and the

- Cities of our God, which are now at Stake

And the Lord do what feemeth bim good.

Be of good Courage, and let us play the
Men :~——Courage is an effential Chara&er of
a good -Soldier :—Not a favage ferocious
Violence :—Not a fool-hardy Infenfibility
of Danger, or headftrong Rathnefs to rufh

.into it :—Not the Fury of enflamed Paf-

fions, broke loofe from the Government
of Reafon : But calm, deliberate, rational
Courage ; a fteady, judicious, thoughtful
Fortitude ; the Courage of a Man, and not
of a Tyger: Sucha Temper as Addifon af-

: i i cribes
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eribes with fo -much Juftice to the famous
Marlborough and Eugene i

7Vhofe Courage duelt not in a troubled Flood

gf mounting Spirits; and fermenting Blood s— But
odg’d in the Soul, with Virtue over-rul’d,

Inflam’d by Reafon, and by Reafon coold *:

This is true Courage, and fuch as we
ought all to cherith in the prefent dangerous
Conjun&ure. This will render Men vigi-
lant and cautious againft Surprizes, prudent
and deliberate in concerting their Meafures,
and fteady and refolute in executing them.
But without this they will fall into unfuf-
pected Dangers, which will ftrike them
with wild Confternation : They will meanly
fhun Dangers that are furmountable, or
precipitantly rufh into thofe that are caufe-
lefs, or evidently fatal, and throw away
their Lives in vain.

There are fome Men who naturally have
this heroic Turn of Mind: The wife Cre-
ator has. adapted the natural Genius of
Mankind, with a furprizing and beautiful
Variety to the State in which they are placed
in this World. To fome he has given a
Turn for intelleGual Improvement, and the
liberal Arts and Sciences ; to othersa Genius
for Trade; to others a Dexterity in Me-

chanics, and the ruder Arts, neceffary for

* The Campaign. - h
the
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10 Religion and Patriotifm #he

the Support of human Life : The Gene-
rality of Mankind may be capable of tole-

rable Improvements in any of thefe : But

it is ‘only they whom the God of Nature
has formed for them, that will fhine in
them, every Man in his own Province.
And as God well krnew what a World of
degenerate, ambitious, and revengeful Crea-
tures this is ; as he knew that Innocence
could not be protected, Property and Li-
berty fecured, nor the Lives of Mankind
preferved from the lawlefs Hands of Am-
bition, Avarice and Tyranny, without the
Ufe of the Sword ; as he knew this would
be the only Method to preferve Mankind
from univerfal Slavery ; he has formed fome
Men for this dreadful Work, and fired them
with a martial Spirit, and a glorious Love
of Danger. Such a Spirit, though moft
pernicious when ungoverned: by the Rules

of Juftice, and Benevolence to Mankind,

is a public Blefling, when rightly directed :
Such a Spirit, under God, has often morti-
fied the Infolence of Tyrants, checked the
Incroachments of arbitrary Power, and de-
livered enflaved and ruined Nations : It is as
neceflary in its Place, for our Subfiftence in
fuch a World as this, asany of the gcl}tler
Genius’s among Mankind ; and it is derived
from the fame divine Original. He that
winged the Imagination of an Homer or a

" Milton,

B T SO
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Conftituents of 2 good SOLDIER. 1T

. Milton, he that gave Penetration to the
Mind of Newton, he that made Tubal-Cain
an Inftru@or of Artificers in Brafs and
Iron *, and gave Skill to Bezaleel and Aboliab
in curious Works ; nay, he that fent out
Paul and his Brethren to conquer the Na-
tions with the gentler Weapons of- Plain
Truth, Miracles, and the Love of a cru-
cified Saviour ; He, even that fame gra-
cious Power, has formed and raifed up an
Alexander, a ulius Czfar, a William}, and

“a Marlborough, and infpired them with this
enterprizing, intrepid Spirit, the Two firft
to fcourge a guilty World, and the Two
Jaft to fave Nations on the Brink of Ruin.
There is fomething glorious and inviting in
Danger, to fuch noble Minds; and their
Breafts beat with a generous Ardour when
it appears. : .

Our Continent is like to become the
Seat of War; and we, for the future (till
the fundry European Nations that have plant-
ed Colonies in it, have fixed their Bounda-
ries by the Sword) have no other Way left
to defend our Rights and Privileges. And
has God been pleafed to diffufe fome Sparks
of this Martial Fire through our Country ?

' C2 1 hope

* Gen. iv. 22. + Exod. xxxv. 30, 31, e, °

t King William the Third, the Deliverer of Britain
from Popery and Slavery, and the Scourge of France
and her haughty Grand Monarque.

TIT “VRErT | T e e . B
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12 Religion and Patrioti{m #le

T hope he has : And though it has been al-
moft extinguithed by fo long a Peace, and
a Deluge of Luxury and Pleafure, now I
hope it begins to kindle : And may I not
produce you my Brethren, who are engaged
in this Expedition, asInftances of it ¥? Well,
cherith it as a facred Heaven-born Fire
and let the Injuries done to your Country
adminifter Fewel to it; and kindle it in
thofe Breafts where it has been hitherto
{fmothered or inaive. &

Though Nature be the true Origin of
military Courage, and it can never be
kindled to a high Degree, where there is
but a feeble Spark of it innate; yet there
are fundry Things that may improve it even
in Minds full of natural Bravery, and ani-
mate thofe who are naturally of an effe-
minate Spirit to behave with a tolerable
Degree of Refolution and Fortitude, in the
Defence of their Country. ----- I need not
tell you that it is of great Importance for
this End that you fhould be at' Peace with
God, and your own Confcience, and pre-
pared for your future State. Guilt is na-
turally timerous, and often ftruck into a

- Panic.

* As a remarkable Inftance of this, I may point
out to the Public that heroic Youth Col. Wafhington,
whom I cannot but hope Providence has hitherto pre-
ferved in fo fignal a Manner, for fome important
Service to his Country, ‘ “ra

—— L
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Conftituents of 2 good SoLpIER. 13

Panic even with imaginary Dangers ; and
an infidel Courage, proceeding from Want
of Thought, or a ftupid Carelefnefs about
our Welfare throngh an immortal Duration
beyond the Grave, is very unbecoming a
Man or a Chriftian. The moft important
Periods of our Exiftence, my Brethren, lie
Beyond the Grave; and it is a Matter of
much more Concern to us, what will be
our Doom in the World to come, than
what becomes of us in this. We are
obliged to defend our Country ; and that is
a fneaking, fordid Soul indeed that can de-
fert it at fuch a Time as this: But this is
not all ; we are alfo obliged to take Care
of an-immortal Soul; a Soul that muft
exift, and be happy or miferable, through
the Revolutions of eternal Ages. This
fhould be our firft Care ; and when this is
{ecured, Death, in its moit Shocking Forms,
is but a Releafe from a World of Sin and
Sorrows, and an Introduction into ever-
lafting Life and Glory. But how can this
be fecured ? not by a Courfe of impenitent
Sinning ; not by a Courfe of ftupid Care-
lefnefs and Inacion ; But by vigorous and
refolute ftriving ; by ferious and affe@ionate
‘Thoughtfulnefs about our Condition, and
by a confcientious and earneft Attendance
upon the Means that God has gracioufly
appo_int,ed for our Recovery, But ¢ we

¢ . “ are
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14 - Religion and Patriotifm the

« are Sinners, heinous Sinners againft 2
« God of infinite Purity and inexorable
« Juftice. Yes, we are {o; and does not
« the Pofture of Penitents then become
« ys? Is not Repentances deep, broken-
«¢ hearted Repentance, a Duty fuitable to
Perfons of our Characer ? Undoubtedly it
is: And therefore, O my Countrymen,
and particularly you brave Men that are the
Occafion of this Meeting, REPENT:
Fall down upon your Knees before the pro-
voked Sovcreign of Heaven and Earth,
againft whom you have rebelled. Diflolve

and melt in penitential Sorrows at his Feet; .

and he will tell you Arife, be of good Chear ;
your Sins are Jorgiven you. < But will Re-
pentance make Atonement for our Sins?
Will our Tears wafh away their Guilt ?
Will our Sorrows merit Forgivenefs ¥
No, my Brethren, after you have done all,
you are but unprofitable Servants : After
all your Sorrows, and Prayers and Tears,
you deferve to be punifhed as obnoxious
Criminals : That would be a forry Govern-
ment indeed, where Repentance, perhaps
extorted by the fervile Fear of Punithment,
would make Atonement for every Offence.
But I bring you glad Tidings of great Joy, To
you is born a Saviour, a Saviour of no mean
Characer; he is Chrift the Lord. And
have you never heard that he has mads

' Reean-
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Contftituents ¢f 2 good SoLp1Er. 1%
Reconciliation for Iniquity, and brought in
everlafling Righteoufnefs ; that be fuffered, the
Suft for the Unjuft 5 that God is well-pleafed

for bis Righteoufnefs-Sake, and declares him-

{elf willing to be reconciled to all that believe

in him, and chearfully accept him as their

Saviour and Lord. Have you never heard
thefe joyful Tidings, O guilty, felf-con-

. demned Sinners ? Sure you have. Then.

away to Jefus, away to Jefus ye whofe Con-
fciences are loaden with Guilt, ye whofe

Hearts fail within you at the Thought of

Death, and the Tribunal of Divine Juftice ;

ye who are deftitute of all perfonal Righ-.
. teoufnefs to procure your Pardon, and re-
commend you to the Divine Favour : Fly.

to Jefus on the Wings of Faith, all of you,

of every Age and Chara&er; for you all

ftand in the moft abfolute Need of him ;
and without him you muft perith every.
Soul of you. But alas! we find ourfelves

utterly unable to repent and Sy to Fefus : Our .

Hearts are bard and unbelieving, and if the
Work depend upon us, st awill for ever re-.

main undone. - ‘True, my Brethren, {o the. .

Cafe is; but do ye not know that this

guilty Earth is under the Diftillings of Dis.
vine Grace, that Jefus is intrufted with the.

Influences of the Spirit, whch can work
you both to will and to do; and that he is
willing to give bis Holy Spirit to them tbzz}j“zy/g

im ¢
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bim? If you know this, you know where
to go for Strength ; therefore cry mightily
to God for it. This I earneftly recommend
to all my Hearers, and efpecially to you
Gentlemen, and others, that are now about
generoufly to rifque your Lives for your
Country. Account this the beft Preparative
to encounter Danger and Death; the beft
Incentive to true, rational Courage. What

can do you a lafting Injury, while you -

have a reconciled God {miling upon you
from on high, a peaceful Confcience- ani-
mating you within, and a happy Immor-
tality juft before you! Sure you may bid
Defiance to Dangers and Death in their
moft thocking Forms. You have anfwered
the End of this Life already by preparing
for another ; and how can you depart off
this mortal Stage more honourably, than in
the Caufe of Liberty, of Religion, and

your Country? But if any of you are per-

plexed with gloomy Fears about this im-
portant Affair, or confcious you are entirely
unprepared for Eternity, what muft you
do ? Muft you feck to prolong your Life,
and’' your Time for Preparation, by mean
or unlawful Ways, by a cowardly Defertion
of the Caufe of your Country, and fhifting

for your little Selves, as though you had no -

Connection with Society ? Alas ! this would
but aggravate your Guilt, and' render your
Condition

.
e S
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Conftituents of  good SOLDIER: 17
Condition ftill more perplexed and dif-
couraging. ForLow TiE PaTnor DuTy
wherever it leads you, for it will be always
the fafeft in the Iffue. Diligently improve
the Time you have to make your Calling and
Election fure, and you have Reafon to hope
for Mercy, and Grace o help in fuch a Time
of Need-—--You will forgive me; if I have
enlarged upon this Point, even to a Digref-
fion; for I thought it of great Confequence
to you all. I fhall now proceed with more
Hafte. ’ ‘

It is alfo of great Importance to excite
and keep up our Courage in fuch an Ex-
pedition; that we fhould be fully fatisfied
we engage in a righteous Caufe,~--and in a
Caufe of great Moment ; for we cannot pro-

fecute a f{ufpected, or a wicked Scheme, -

which our own Minds condemn, but with
Hefitation, and timerous Apprehenfions ;
and we cannot engage with Spirit and Re-
folution in a trifling Scheme; from which
_we can expe& no Confequences worth our
vigorous Purfuit. ‘This ot might have in
View in his heroic Advice to his Brother ;
Be of good Conrage, fays he, and let us plag
the Men, for our People, and for the Cities of
our Ged. q. d. We are engaged in a righteous
Caufe ; we are not urged on by an unbounded
Luf} of Power or Riches, to encroach upon the
Rights and Properties of others, and difturb
D

our
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our quict: Nez"bbozzu We alt entirely upon
_2he defenfive, 1 pz’l unjufl Violence, and avenge
national Injuries ;. we -are fighting- for -our
People, .and. for the. Cities of our God.
We are alfo.engaged in a Caufe of the utmoft
Importance.. “We Sfight for our People ; and
what Endearments are included in that f hgni-
Sicant Word ! QOur. Liberty, our Eflates, our
Lives ! our King, our Fellow-Subjeéts, our
venerable F(zt/.;er.f our tender Children, the
Wives of our Bofom, our Friends the Sharers
of our Souls,. our Poflerity to. the lateft-Ages !
And who would not ufe his Sword with an
exerted Arm, when thefe lie at Stake 2 - But
even thefe are not all : " We fight for the Cities
of our God. .God has diftinguifbed us' with
a Religion Srom Heaven ; and.hitherto we bave
enjoyed the quiet .and. zmre_’/meed Exercife of
2t : He. bhas:condefcended.. to .be a- God to
our szz‘zoﬂ, and. to honour our Cities with
bis gracious Prefence, and- the Inflitutions
of bis Worflip, the Means. to make us wiﬁ,
good and happy : - But . now -thefe -moft-in-
valuable Bleffings lie: at Stake; thefe are the
Prize for which we- contend ;- and muf} -1t not
-excite all our active Powers to the higheft Pitch
of Exertion? Shallwe tamely Jfubmit fo Idolatry,
and religious Tyranny 2. No,.God forbid : Liet.
us play the Men, fince. we. take up- Aﬂm ﬂm
our Peqble and tbe Citzes qf our: Gaa’

T T . T o oA 8
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. Conftituents;of @ good SOLDIER. 19
I.need not tell ‘you how applicable this
Advice, thus paraphrafed, is to the Defign
-of the: prefent aflociated' Company. = The
Equity of ‘our Caufe is- moft'evident. The
Indian Savages have certainly no Right to
murder our Fellow-Subjeéts, 'living ™ quiet:
and inoffenfive in their Habitations; nor
have the French any Power to hound them’
outrupon us, nor to’invade the Territories
belonging to the Britifh Crown, and fecured
to. it 'by the Faith- of Treaties.- "Thisis a°
clear Cafe. And it is equally-clear, that’
you are engaged in a Caufe of the utmoft °
Importance.. To protect your Brethren from -
the moft bloody Barbarities--~to defend the
Territories of ‘the beft:of Kings againft the -
Oppreflion and Tyranny of arbitrary Power, '
to fecure the ineftimable Bleflings of Liberty,
Britifb Liberty, from the Chains of French *
Slavery---to preferve your Eftates, for which
you' have fweat ‘and toiled, from falling a
Prey to greedy Vaultures; Indians, Priefts,
Friers, and hungry Galic Slaves, .or not- "’
more-devouring Flames----to guard your ™
Religion, the pure Religion of Jefus, ftream=
ing uncorrupted from the facred Féuntain =
of the Scriptures; ‘the moft excellent, ra-"
tional and divine Religion that ever was
made known to-the Sons of Men ; to guard
fo dear fo precious a Religion (my Heart
grows warm while I mention it) againt
D2 Igna-
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Ianorance, Superftition, Idolatry, Tyranny
over Confcience, Maffacre, Fire and Sword,
and all the Mifchiefs beyond Expreffion,
with which Popery is pregnant---to keep
from the cruel Hands of Barbarians and
Papifts, your Wives, your Children, your
Parents, your Friends----to fecure the Li-
berties conveyed to you by your brave Fore-
fathers, and bought with their Blood, that
you may trafmit them uncurtailed to your
Pofterity--- thefe are the Bleflings you con-
tend for; all thefe will be torn from your

eager Grafp, if this Colony fhould become -

a Province of Framce. And Virgimans !

Britons ! Chbrifiians! Proteflants ! if thefe

Names have any Import or Energy, will

you not ftrike home in fucha Caufe? Yes,

this View of the Matter muft fire you into

Men ; methinks the cowardly Soul muft
tremble, left the Imprecation of the Pro- .

phet fall upon him, Curfed be the Man that
keepeth back his Sword from Blod. “To this
fhocking, but neceflary Work, the Lord
now calls you, and curfed is ke that doth the
Work of the Lord decertfully 5 that will not
put his Hand to it, when it is in his Power,

or that will not perform it with all his

Might*. The People of Meroz lay at
home in Eafe, while their. Brethren were
in the Field, delivering their Country from

. : ' ... Slavery.
* %o, xlviii. 10, '
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Blavery. And what was their Doom?
Curfe ye Meroz, faid the Angel of the Lord,
curfe ye bitterly the Inbabitants thereof, becaufe
they came not to the Help of the Lord, to the
Help of the Lord againft the Mighty*. 1
count myfelf happy that I fee fo many of
you generoufly engaged in fuch a Caufe;
but when I view it in this Light, I cannot
but be concerned that there are fo' few to
join you. Are there but 5o or 6o Perfons

1n this large and populous County that can

be fpared from home for a few Weeks upon
{o neceffary a Defign, or that are able to

bear the Fatigues of it? Where are the

Friends of human Nature, where the Lovers

of Liberty and Religion? Now is the Time

for you to come forth, and thew yourfelves.
. Nay, where is the Mifer? let him arife and
defend his Mammon, or he may foon have
Reafon to cry out with Micah, They bave
taken away my Gods, and what bave I more 2
Where is the tender Soul, on whom the
Paffions of a Hufband, a Father, or a Son,
have a peculiar Energy? Arife, and march
away ; you had better be abfent from thofe

you love for a little while, than fee them'

. butchered before your Eyes, -or doomed to
eternal Poverty and Slavery, The Affocia-
tion now forming is not yet compleat ; and
if it were, it would be a glorious Thing to
' ' ' form

® Fudges v. 23, }
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formanother. Therefore, as an Advoeatcj
for your King, your Fellow-Subjets,. .your

Countfy, your Relatives, your carthly All :

I do invite and intreat all of you, who have'
not fome ‘very fufficient Reafon' againft. it, .,
Voluntanly to enlift; and go out with. thofe ;
brave Souls, who have fet you {o noble.an,
Example It will be more advantageous to.
go out in Time,. and’ more honourable to, -
go out as Volumeers, than to be compelled

to it by Authorlty, when perhaps it may be
too late.”

The Corifideration of the ]uf’uce and Im-
portance, of the Caufe. may alfo encourage”;
You to. hope, that the Lord of Hofts will: |
e;poufc it, and render its Guardians fuccefs-,

ful, and return. them In Safety to the Arms

of ‘théir longing . l“mends The Event hows...
ever is in -his Hands ; and it is much better,

there, than, if it ‘were’ in Yours. Thxs
Thought ‘is fuorcre{’tcd with be'lunful Sim- .
p11c1ty, in the remaining Part of iy, Text,

The Lord :do 'that which. fec’metb him good .
hlS may ‘be looLed upon in various Vxews,

aS, v ogcd g
1. It may Be underﬁo‘od as thc Language
of Uncertamty, and Modefty. ¢. d. Let us..

“do all we can’s but after al/ t/)» [ﬂue is un.,

cerfain ; “we know not; as: yet to what Szde
God will incline the Vzﬁory Such nguage
as this;” my Brethren, becomcs us in all our

Under=

-
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Undertakno it founds Creature-like, 'and

-God approves of fuch felf-diffident Humi-"

ity. © But to indulge fanguine and confident
“Expe@atioris of Vlﬁory, to boaft when we

pzzt orz our Armour, as though we were pus- -

2ing it off, and to derive our hloh Hopes
from our own Power and good Manage-
‘ment, without any Regard to the P10v1-—
dence of God, this is too lordly and affume-
mg for fuch feeble Mortals ; ; fuch Infolence
is generally mortified, "and fuch a haughty
Spirit, is the Fore-runner of a Fall. “There-
fore, though I do not apprehend Your
Lives will -be in any gréat Danger in Your
prefent’ Expedxtlon to range the Frontiers,
and clear thém of the fkulking Indians ;
yet,1 I'would not ﬂatter You, my Brcthren,
with too high Hopes either of Vi&ory or
Safety.” T cannot but entertain the pleafing
Profpect of congratulatmg You with many
of Your Friends, upon your fuccefsful Ex-

pedltlon, and fafe Return: And .yet it is

very poﬁible our next Interview may be in
that ftrange untried World beyond. the
Grave.” You are, howéver, in the Hands
. of God, and he will deal with you as it
Jeemeth him good:* And I am perfuaded You
would ‘not with it were otherwife; You
would' not now practically retra&t the Pe-

tition You have fo often offered up, Thy,

_er/ be do;ze on Earz‘h as it is in Heaven.
\ - -2, This

s
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2. This Language ; The Lord do as fecns=
eth him good, may be looked upon as ex-
preffive of a firm Perfuafion that the Event
of War entirely depends upon the Provi-
dence of God. g¢. d. Let us do our beft ;
but after all, let us be fenfible that the Suc-
cefs does mot depend on us; zhat is entirely
in the Hands of an a/l-ruling God. That
God governs the World, is a fundamental
Article of natural, as well as revealed Re-
ligion : It is no great Exploit of Faith, to

~ believe this : It is but a fmall Advance be-
yond Atheifm, and downright Infidelity.

I know no Country upon Earth, ‘where 1

thould be put to the Expence of Argument .

to prove this. 'The Heathens gave ftriking
Proofs of their Belief of it, by their Prayers,

 their Sacrifices, their confulting Oracles, be-

forethey engaged in War; and by their coftly
Offerings and folemn Thank{givings, after
Victory. And fhall fuch a plain Principle
as this, be difputed in a Chriftian Land?
No; we all {peculatively believe it; but
that is not enough ; let our Spirits be deep~
ly impreffed with it, and our Lives.-influenced
by it: Let us live in the World, as in 2
Territory .of Jehovah’s Empire. ~Carry this
Impreffion upon Your Hearts into the Wil-
dernefs, whither You are going. Often let
fuch Thoughts as thefe recur to your Minds,
1 am the feeble Creature of God s and blcﬂe&d

¢

TRE L
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be bis Nante, Iam not caft off bis Hund ds a
difregarded Orphan to fhift for myfelf. My
Life is ander bis Care ; the Succefs of this Ex-
pedition is at bis Difpofal.. Therefore, O thou
all-ruling God; I implore thy Proteftion; I
confide in thy Care; I chearfully refign myfelf;
and the Event of this Undertaking; to  thee:
Which leads me to obferve,

3. That thefe Words, The Lord do what
Jeemeth him good, may exprefs a humble
Submiffion to the Difpofal of Providence,
let the Event turn out as it would. ¢.4. e
bave not the Difpofal of the Event, nor do we
know what will be : But febovab knows, and
that 15 enough. We are fure be will do what
ts beft, upon the whole; and it becomes us to
acquigfce ! Thus, my Friends, do You
refign and {ubmit yourf{elves to the Ruler of
the World in the prefent Enterprize. He
will order Matters as he” pleafes;. Oh! let
him do fo by Your chearful Confent. Let
Succefs or Difappointment, let Life or Death
be the Iffue, ftll fay, Good is the Will of the
Lord ; let bim do what _feemeth bim good : Or
if Nature biafles Your Wifhes and Defires
to the favourable Side; as no Doubt it will,
ftill keep them within Bounds, and reftrain
them in Time, faying after the Example of
Chrift, Not my Will, but thine be dome. You
may wifh, you may pray, you may ftrive,
you may hope for a happy Iflue: But You

E

muft
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muff fubmit; Be fill, and know that be is
God, and will not be prefcribed to, or fuf-
fer a Rival in the Government of the World:
he has made. Such a Temper will be of
unfpeakable Service to You, and You may.
hope God will honour it with a remarkable
Blefling: For Submiffion to Azs Will is the
readieft Way - to the Accomplithment of
our 6. ,
4. Thefe Words, in their Connettion,
may intimate, that let the Event be what it
will, it will afford us Satisfaction to think,
that we have done the beft we could. ¢. 4.
We cannot command Succefs 3 but let us do all
in our Power to obtain it, and we have Reafon
to hope that in this Way we flall not be dif-
appointed : But if it fbould pleafe God to render
all our Endeavours vain, Jtill we fball have the
generous Pleafure to refle?, that we have not
been acceffary to the Ruin of our Country, but
have done all we coitld for 1ts Delrverance. So
You my Brethren have generoufly engaged
in a difinterefted Scheme for Your King, and
‘Country : God does generally crown {uch
noble Undertakings with Succefs, and You
have Encouragement to hope for it: But
the Caufe You have efpoufed, is the Caufe

‘of a’ finful impenitent Country; and if

God, in righteous Difpleafure, fhould on

‘this Account blaft your Attempt, ftill you
‘will have the Pleafure of refleéting upon

“Your
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Your generous Views and vigorous Endea-
vours, and that You have done Your Part

confcientioudly.

Having thus made fome curfory Remarks’
upon the fundry Parts of the Text, I fhall
now conclude with an Addrefs, firft to you
all in general, and then to you Gentlemen
and others, who have been pleafed to invite
me to this Service I hope You will * for-
give my Prolixity: My Heart is full, the
Text is copious, and the Occafion fingular
and important. I cannot ‘therefore difmifs
You with a fthort hurrying Difcour/e.

It concerns you all ferioufly to reflect upon
your own Sins, and the Sins of your Land,
which have brought all thefe Calamities
uponus. If You believe that God governs
the World, 'if You do not abjure him from
being the Raler of Your Country, You
muft acknowledge that all the Calamities of
Woar, and the threatening Appearances of
Famine, are ordered by his Providence;
There is no Evil in a City or Country, but the
Lord bath done it. And if You believe that
he is a juft and righteous Ruler, You muft
alfo believe, that he would not thus punith
a righteous or a penitent People. We and
and our Countrymen are Sinners, aggra-
vated Sinners: God proclaims that we are
fuch by his Judgments now upon us, by

' ' 2 withering
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withering Fields, and {canty Harvefts, by
the Sound of the Trumpet and the Alarm
of War.r Our Confciences muft alfo bear
witnefs to the fame melancholy Truth,
And if my Heart were properly affected, I
would concur with thefe undoubted Wit-
neffes : I would cry aloud, and not fpare,
T would lift up my Voice like a Trumpet,
to fhew you Your Tranfgreffions and Your
Sins. O my Country, 1s ot thy Wickedefs
great, and thine Iniquities infinite? Where
is there a more finful Spot to be found upon
our guilty Globe? Pafs over the Land, take
a Survey of the Inhabitants, infpect into
their Condu&, and what do you fee ? what
do you hear? You fee gigantic Forms of
Vice braving the Skies, and bidding De~
- fiance to Heaven and Earth, while Reli-
* gion and Virtue is obliged to retire, to avoid
public Contempt and Infult.---- You fee
Herds of Drunkards {willing down their
Cups, and drowning all zhe Man within

them. You hear the Swearer venting his-

Fury againft God and Man, trifling with
that Name which proftrate Angels adore,
and imprecating that Damnation, under
which the hardieft Devil in Hell trembles,
and groans. You fee Avarice hoarding

up _ her ufelefs Treafures, dithoneft Craft

planning her Schemes of unlawful Gain,
and .Opp_reﬂ';on unmercifully grinding the
| i Face

e e i s
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Face of the Poor. You fee Prodigality
fquaﬁdering her Stores, Luxury f{pread-
ing her Table, and unmanning her Guefts ;
Vanity laughing aloud, and diffolving in
empty unthinking Mirth, regardlefs of
God, and our’ Country, of Time and
Eternity ; Senfuality wallowing in bru-
tal Pleafures, and afpiring with inverted
Ambition, to fink as low as her four-
footed Brethren of the Stall. You fee Cards
more in Ufe than the Bible, the Back-
Gammon Table more frequented than the
Table of the Lord, Plays and Romances
more read than the Hiftory of the blefled
Jefus. You fee trifling and even criminal
Diverfions become a ferious Bufinefs; the
Iflue of a Horfe-race, or a Cock-fight, more
anxioufly attended to than the Fate of our.
Country. Or where thefe grofler Forms of
Vice and Vanity do not fhock your Senfes,
even there you often. meet with the Ap-
- pearances of more refined Impiety, which
1s equally dangerous. -You hear the Con-
verfation of reafonable Creatures, of Can-
didates for Eternity, engroffed by Trifles,
or vainly wafted on the Affairs of Time :
Thefe are the eternal Subjeéts of Conver-
fation, even at the Threfhold of the Houfe
of God, and on the facred Hours devoted.
to his Service, You fee Swarms of Prayer-
: lef
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lefs Families all over our Land : Ignorant,
vicious Children, unreftrained and untaught
by thofe to whom God and Nature hath
entrufted their Souls. You fee Thoufands -
of poor’Slaves in a Chriftian Country, the
Property of Chriftian Mafters, as they will
be called, almoft as ignorant of Chriftianity,
as when they left the Wilds of Africa.
You fee the beft Religion in all the World,
abufed, neglected, difobeyed and difhonour-
ed by its Profeflors: And you hear Infi-
delity fcattering her ambiguous Hints and
Sufpicions, or cpenly attacking the Chri-
ftian Caufe with pretended Argument, with
Infult and Ridicule. You fee Crowds of pro-
fefled Believers, that are practical Athiefts ;
nominal Chriftians, that are real Heathens;
many abandoned Slaves of Sin, that yet
pretend to be the Servants of the Holy
Jefus. You fee the Ordinances of the Gof-
pel negle&ed by fome, profaned by others,
and attended upon by the Generality with.
a trifling Irreverence, and ftupid Uncon-
cernednefs. Alas! who would think that
thofe thoughtle(s Affemblies we often fee in
our Places of Worthip, are met for fuch,
folemn Purpofes as to implore the Pardon,
of their Sins from an injured God, and to
repare for an awful all-importantEternity ?-
Alas! is that Religion for the Propagation

‘of which the Son of God laboured, and

bled,




Conftituents of @ good SOLDIER. 31

bled, and died, for which his Apoftles and

Thoufands “of Martyrs have {pent their. ‘

Strength and fhed their Blood, and on which
our eternal Life depends, is that Religion

become fuch a Trifle in our Days, that Men

are hardly ferious and in earneft when they
attend upon its moft folemn Inftitutions ?
What Multitudes lie in a dead Sleep in Sin
all around us? You fee them eager ‘in the
Purfuit of the Vanities of Time, but ftu-
pidly unconcerned about the important Rea-
lities of the eternal World juft before thems
 Few folicitous what fhall become of them
when all their Conne&ions with Earth and’
Fleth muft be broken, and they muft take
their Flight into ftrange unknown Regions:
Few lamenting their Sins: Few crying for
Mercy and a new Heart: Few flying to
Jefus, or juftly fenfible of the Importance
of a Mediator in a Religion for Sinners.
You may indeed fee fome Degree of Civi-
lity and Benevolence towards Men, and
more than enough of cringing Complai-
fance of Worms to Worms, of Clay to Clay,
of Guilt to Guilt: But Oh! how little fin-
cere Homage, how little affectionate Ve-
neration for the great Lord of Heaven and
Earth ? You may fee fomething of Duty
to Parents, of Gratitude to Benefattors,and
Obedience to Superiors: But if God be
Father, awhere is bis Hongur 2 If be be a Ma-

. P 4k - . feny
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fier, where is his Fear? If he be our Bene:
fa&or, where is our Gratitude to him ? You
may fee here and there fome Inftances of
proud, felf-righteous Virtue, fome Appear-
ances of Morality : But Oh! how rare is
vital, evangelical Religion, and true Chri-
ftian Morality, animated with the Love of
God, proceeding from a new Heart, and a

‘Regard to the divine Authority, full of

Jefus, full of a Regard to him as a Media~
tor, on whofe Account alone our Duties
can find Acceptance ? O blefled Redeemer !
what little Neceflity, what little Ufe do the
Sinners of our Country find for thee in their .
Religion? How many Difcourfesare deliver’d,
how many Prayers offer'd, how many good
Works are performed, in which there is fcarce
any Thing of Chrif#? And this Defect renders
them all but fbining Sins, glittering Crimes.
How few pant and languith for thee, Blefled
Jefus! and can never be contented with
their Reformation, with their Morality,
with their good Works, till they obtain an
Intereft in thy Righteoufnefs, to fanctify
all, to render all acceptable !-——You may
fee Children fenfible of their Dependence
on their Parents for their Subfiftence, you
fee Multitudes fenfible of their Dependence

_on Clouds and Sun and Earth for Provi=

fion for Man and Beaft: But how few fen-
fible. of their Dependence upon ‘God, as
- v . B the
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the great Original, the Primum Mobile of
natural Caufes, and the various Wheels of
‘the Univerfe. You fee even the dull Ox
Fnows bis Owner, and the ftupid Afs bis Ma-
Jfter’s Crib : You fee the Workings of Gra-
titude even in your Dog, who welcomes
you home with a Thoufand fondling Mo-
itions : But howis Jehovah’s Government,
and Agency praically denied in. his own
Territories | How few receive the Bleffings
‘of Life as from his Hand, and make him
proper Returns of Gratitude? You fee a
withering, ravaged Country around you,
languithing under the Frowns of an angry
‘God ; but how few earneft Prayers, how
few penitential Groans do you hear? Pafs
over the Land, and bring me Intelligence,
is' not this the gemeral Chara&er of -our
Country? I know there are fome happy
Exceptions ; and I hope fundry fuch might
be produced from among you : But is not
this the - prevailing Character of a great
Majority ? Does not one Part or other of it
belong to the Generality ? The moft gene-
rous Charity cannot hope the Contrary, if
under any {criptural or rational Limitations.
May it not be faid of the Men of Virginia,
as well as thofe of Sodom, They are wicked,
and Sinners before the Lord exceedingly 2 And
thus, alas! it has been for a long Time=
Qur Country has finned on fecurely for

: ' " above
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above 150 Years, and one Age has im-
proved upon the Vices of another. And
can a Land always bear up under fuch a

Load of accumulated Wickednefs? Can

God always fuffer fuch a Race -of Sinners
to go on unpunithed from Generation to
Generation? May we not fear that our Ini-
quities are now juft full, and that he is
about to thunder out his awful Mandate to

the Executioners of his Vengeance, Put’

ye in the Sickle 5 for the Harveft is ripe 5 come
get ye down, for the Prefs is full, the Vats
overflow 5 for therr Wickednefs is great.

And is there no Relief for a finking
Country ? Or is it too late to adminifter it?
Is our Wound incurable, that refufeth to
be healed? No, blefled ‘be God; if you
now turn every one of you from your
Evil Ways, if you mourn over your Sins,
and turn to the Lord with your whole
Hearts, then your Country will yet recover.
God will appear for us, and give a profpe-
rous Turn to our Affairs; he has affured
us of this in his own Word, 4 what In-
Stant, {ays he, I fhall [peak concerning a Na-
tion, and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up,
and to pull” down, and to defiroy it 5 if that
Nation, againfp whom I bave pronounced,

Zturn from therr Ewvil, I will repent of the

Evil that I thought to do unto them, Jer.

- xviil."7, 8, Therefore, my Brethren, as

s wWe
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we have all rebelled, let us all join in una-
nimous Repentance, and a thorough Re-
formation. Not only your eternal Salva-
tion requires it, but alfo the Prefervation of

* your Country, that is now bleeding with

the Wounds you have given it by your
Sins. - The Safety of thefe .our Friends,
who are now engaged in fo generous a De-
fign, requires it: For an Army of Saints or
of Heroes, cannot defend a guilty, impe-
nitent People, ripe for the Judgments of
God. If you would be everlaftingly happy,

.and efcape the Vengeance of eternal Fire,

or (to mention what may perhaps have
more Weight with fome of you) if you
would preferve yourfelves, your Families,
your Pofterity, from Poverty, from Slavery,
Ignorance, Idolatry, Torture and Death;
if you would fave yourfelves and them from
all the infernal Horrors of Popery, and the:
favage Tyranny of a mungrel Race of French
and Indian Conquerors; in fhort, if you
would avoid all that is terrible, and enjoy
every Thing that is dear and valuable, RE-
PENT, and turn to the Lord. This is
the only Cure for our wounded Country ;

~and if you refufe to adminifter it in Time,

prepare to perifh initsRuins, If you go on
impenitent in Sin, you may expeét not only
to be damned for ever, but (what is more
terrible to fome of you) to fall into the moft

-3 extreme
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extreme outward Diftrefs. You will have

.Reafon to fear not only the Lofs of Heaven,
‘which fome of you perhaps think little of,

but the Lofs of your Eftates, that lie fo
near your Hearts. And will you not re-
pent, when you are prefled to it from fo
many Quarters at once ?

And now, my Brethren ;‘ in the laft Place,
T have a few parting Words to offer to you

“who are more particularly concerned in this

Occafion ; and I am fure I {hall addrefs you
with as much affeGionate Benevolence as
ou could wifh. <

My firft and leading Advice to you is,
Labour to condut this Expedition in a
Religious Manner. Methinks this fhould
not feem ftrange Counfel to Creatures, en-
tirely dependent upon God, and at his Dif-
pofal. As you are an Independent Com-
pany of Volunteers under Officers of your
own chufing, you may manage your Affairs
more according to your own Inclinations,
than if you had enlifted upon the ordinary
Footing: And I hope you will improve .
this Advantage for the Purpofes of Religion,
Let Prayer to the God of your Life be your
daily Exercife. When Retirement is fafe,

- pour out your Hearts to him in fecret ; and

when it is pra&ticable, join in Prayer to-
gether Morning and Evening in your C;r;lp,
] w = oW
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How acceptable to Heaven muft fuch an
unufal offering be, from that defart Wilder-

nefs! Maintain a Senfe of divine Providence -

upon your Hearts, and refign yourfelves and
all your Affairs into the Hands of God. You
are engaged in a good Caufe, the Caufe of
“your People, and the Cities of your God ;
and therefore. you may the more boldly
.commit.it to him, and pray and hope for
his Blefling. I would fain hope, there is

no Neceflity to take Precautions againft -

Vice among fuch a fele¢t Company: But
left there fhould, I would . humbly re-
commend it to you to make this one of
the Articles of your Affociation, before you
fet out, that every Form of Vice fhall be
feverely difcountenanced, and if you think
proper, ‘expofe the Offender to fome pe-
cuniary or corporal Punithment. It would
be thocking indeed, and I cannot bear the
Thought, that a Company formed upon
fuch generous Principles, fhould commit
or tolerate open Wickednefs among them ;
and I hope this Caution is needlefs to you
all, as I am fure it is to {undry of you.

And now, my dear Friends, and the
Friends of your neglected Country, I the
Name of the Lord lift up your Banners : Be
of good Courage, and play the Men for the
People and the Cities of your God 5 and the

' b ~ Lord

-
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Lord do what feemeth bim good. Should T

‘now give Vent to the Paffions of my Heart,

and become a Speaker for my Country,

:methinks I fthould even overwhelm you with

-a Torrent of good Wifhes, and Prayers

from the Hearts of Thoufands. May the

Lord of Hofts, the God of the Armies of
frael, go forth along with you! May e

teach your Hands to War, and gird you. with

Strength to Battle! May he blefs you with

- a fafe Return, and long Life, or a glorious

‘DPeath in the Bed of Honour, and a happy

Immortality ! May he guard and fupport

“your anxious Families and Friends at home,

and return you victorious-to their longing

Arms! May all the Bleflings your Hearts

can with attend you wherever you go!

Thefe are Withes and Prayers of my Heart ; .
and Thoufands concur in them: And we .
cannot but chearfully hope they will be
granted, through Jefus Chrift. Aumen,

F I N I &
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A SERMON preached by Mr. DAVIES, a¢ °
Canongate, April 29, 1753
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